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HE Cauſe of publiſhing the ſollewing Qurries and Rifleftions upon them, is to obviate Miſrtpre- 
| ſentations, and jet things in their trut Tight, it baving been the conſtant Praffice of the Nets | 
Prelatifts and their Friends bert, not oniy to put falſe Gloſſes upon things, but really to publiſh . 
Uneruths, as Matter of Fact, ever fiice the Rtvolution, by which they i 2 who art Str an- 
ers to Scots Affairs; The Truth of this cannot be denied by any who conſider the Pampbiets which they 
beve publiſhed from tims to time againſt the Church of Scotland, as by Law eRablifh'd, both in relation 
to particular Miniſters and Mimbers, and the As and Proceedings of ber General Aſſeml lies and Commit- 
fees : Nor is it unknown bow fore Perſons of no mean Choy after did induftriouſly mijrepreſint the Act for 
ſittling the Quiet and Peace of the Church, which was enafied in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament at Edin- 
burgh, June 12, 1693. before it appear d in print; on paypoſe to render their Proceedings odious to the 
Church of England; and the Oppoſition made to the fitting of the laſt General Aſſembly, who authorized 
the Committee bert treated of, as alſo the Tricks which were endeavoured to be put upon them when 
u art ſtill freſh in the Memory of every one concern'd : So that theſe things, together with 
tight of the following Queries, not in themſtlves, but as being concerted by a Gineral Meeting of the 
| al Clevgy in the North of Scotland, for themſelves and their 44herents, will juſtifythe publiſhing - 
them to the uri; and that there may be a true Relation of the Mirter of Fact on both ſides, here is 
alſo an Account of the Committer's Anſwer and Proceedings. | 
As to what concerns the Reflections, though thr judicious and prudent Arfwer of the Committee, and 
the pertinent Proteſtation of Mr. Dunlop, are ſaſſi eit to ſatis;y thoſe who are ac u anted with our A. 
fart, and the legal and orderly Procedure of the u licatoriis of our Church, yet — further was 
thought neceſſivy to inform People bert, amongft whom the Queries 2 Proteſtation of the Epiſcopal Party 
deve made 4 Noiſe, whertas there was no notice taben of the Committer's Anſwer, nor the other Proteſt.a- 
nion; thoſe who tranſmitted the Acces it of the ont from Edinburgh, to thoſe who did ſend it in the Pub- 
lick News and otherwiſe, through this Kingdom, having either ſuppreſs'd it out of Ignorance or Deſign, 
The Neceſſity of theſe Refletions, ſuch as they ave, will further appear to thoſe who conſider the Humour 
and Carriage of the Faction: Adherents in this place, brlag ſuch as lay hold of every Oppmtanity to calum- 
nate the Church of Scotland, and by Conſequence improve thoſs Queries, &c. as a ſpecial Occaſion of 
begging anarwring about with their malicious Tattle 1yno1ght the wir England-Clergy, and others 


to whom hey bnow ſuch things to be accept abit : and therefore the Author of the ſollowieg Refletions, oat 
of pure Zeal for the Government of bis Country, as at priſent e#abliſh'd both in Church and State, 
thought it incanbent on him to throw in bis AMite; but does ſolemnly proteſs that be has neither Commiſſion,. 
Concurrence, nor Comivance from the Committee, nor any of their Number, nor indetd from any Muſter 
er Miniſters in Scotland, for what be bas done herrin, which be thinks fit to declare, to obviate the 
Aare preſent ations of the oppoſite Party; and that no Miſmanagement of his, though be be conſcio 1s of no 
other but Weakneſs, may be imputed to his own Party, wheſe Pardon bt bopss that be may alſo obtain, 
though bis meddling in t ti Affairs may ſem cis a, firing he hath ſo ingenuouſly declared bis Motive, 
and that be ſuppoſes bis RefletFions may Hep the Alverſaries bn play for 4 while, till the Committee, or 
ome deputed by them, ſhall be at leiſure to taky their Queries into Conſideration, if they wink that they - 
deſerve ſo much 1 their time. 

What's to be ſaid furtber at preſent is, that all moderate Church-of England. men, into whoſe Hands 
this may fall, would do well to take notice, that thoſe who pretend to be of their Party in Scotland, 
dont contend now for the Order of Biſhops, it bring apparent that they do, neither in the Formula 
which they offered 725 in 1690, ner in the preſent Queries, mrke any mention of the Abolition of that” 
Order, as a Cauſe of their declining Conformity to the Church of Scotland: Nor is their Renunciation of 
Epiſcopacy er Paſſive Obedience required, though we were oblaged ta renounce Presbytery, and the Lan- 
falneſs of deſenſoye Arms, or elſe we could not corform to = Church. Eftab:ifhnent ; jor not only the — 
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wr ation of the ſolemn League lig Cg, Tilt a Coornity th thi Church, a. ping the King's u. 
pena), Ooh , Bins, te exp) qu Cyl of Fett, 
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premacy, and the Go virument ef the- 
Seff. 2. Act 3, and 5. Parl. 1. Car. 2. Seſſ. 3. AR 3. whereas in effect therg's 
them by the Aft for Settling tue Peace of tue Chu ch, June, 1693. bat what thiy did 
by the Formula abore. mentioned: Aid though they 4 to raiſe new Sa ps ir their Nue- 
vis, ccc. it mil appear by the following Refletions, that. tbey themſelves did practiſe tho things 

they condemn in others. Aud whereas it may poſſibly be alltdged, that thin ſorbter making mantion of tht 
Abolition of Epiſcopacy, or requiring its Reſtitution as 4 Tirm of their Conjormity, 0ut-of Dijorene i b 
Government, that comot.be the Reaſon ; far thoſe things which they impugn haus alſo the S andtion of 4s 


. 


Civil Govirnment. ; 


Patol ſta Condo Engl nels dud i cl, wht ry hw 


ſelves would not be_ſby of admitting ſuch as refuſe either to own the Goverament or DaGirins of their / 


Church 3 and thertſort whether it be not very reaſonable in the Church af. Scotland, to be wary bow 


they admit thoſe Men into her Fedicatories, who not only reſult Submiſſion to her Government and Doctint, 


bit by their Influence, thoſe who adberd to her were. in the late Reigns expoſed tq 1 
Baniſhment, . Fining, -Confining, Impriſonment, Torture, and Death it ſelf; 
a_Capical Crime, by their Laws, for any. Presbyrerian Miniſter to preach, 48. Far 
Z4c..7, and no Man could farm either Houſe or Land without agreeing to a Clauſe in his 
obliging him and his Family to Conformity under exorbitant Penalties: And Landlords and 
Maſters were to put away their Tenanrs and Servants without warning, if they went to Meet · 
iogs, At 24. Parl. 1. Zac. 7. aud the AF in 158 1, when the D. of York-was Comniſſoner. Ver 
if theſe Laws and others which the preſent Parliament bave declared to be impious, together with the: 
Acts of Council which were yet more bloody and barbarous, as impowering the Souldiers to e: 

e and kill any Man they mer, if they did not give ſatisfying Anſwers to rheir —— 
duly conſidered, it's reſerred to the Tudgment of any diſcreet Man, whether it would be prudent jor the. 
Prediyterian Miniſters to take the Party who ſolicited thoſe Laws into the Aſſemblies e their Church, 
without conſorming to the Terms required by the Ad of Parliament, June 12, 1693. viz, that t 
ſhould take the Oath of Allegiance and Aſſurance, ſign the Confeſſion of Faith as their own, 
and promiſe ta ſubmir to, concur wich, and never to endeavour the Subverſion of the preſent 
Church-Government ; which cannot appear to be harſh Terms to avy Man who will ſeriouſly conf 
the Formula that the Party did offer to 125 in 1690. which, becauſe it is often referred unto in the fol- 
lowing Rellections, aud that it plainly demonſtrates the Unſtedfaſtneſs aud Sbuffling of the Party, if 
compared with their preſent Queries, it's thought fit here to exhibit. a 

4 I A. B. do ſincerely declare and promiſe, that I will ſubmit to the Presbyterian Governmant of the 
Church, as it is now eſtabliſh'd in this Kingdom by thily Majeſties K. William and N. Mary, by 
« fPresbyte ies, Provincial Synods, and General Aſemblies; and that I will, as becomes a Mini of 
the Goſpel, heartily concur with the ſaid Goyerument jor ſuppreſſing of Sin and Wickedneſs, promoti 
& Piety, and purging of the Church of all erroneo:1s and ſcandalous Men; And I do further prami 
4 that I will ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, and larger and ſhorter Catechiſm, nom confirm'd by 44 
* of Parliament, as containing the Doctrine of the Proteſtant Religion proſeſi d in this damn. 


Now let the Queriſts anſwer, whether bers be not a plain Offer to ſubmit to the Presbyterian Govern» - 


nent, without any mention of the Oljections inſiſted upon in their preſent Queries? whether they do not own 
bere that there were ſcandalous aud erroneous Miniſters amongft them, which now theyare ſo loth to con- 
fels ? whether they did not here achnowledg tht Authority of the Presbyterians to purge out thoſe Miniſters, 
whereas now they proteſt againit their having any ſuch Power ? whether they did not prevaricat with the 
Ciujl Government in offering thoſe Terms, and yet refuſe to conform according to the Act of June 1 2, 1693 2 
= whether their offering to ſign the Conſeſſion of Faith as the Doctrine of the Proteſtaut Religion pro- 
feſſed in the Kingdom, while they refuſed to fen the ſame as the Conſeſion of their own Faith, was not 4 
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Names of the DzL = 6 a T s commiſſionat by the Gene- 


ral Meeting ar Aberdeen upon the 5th Day of June 1694. 
fax preſenting the Queries, &c. to the Committee at 
Aberdeen, ate as follows: | 

— ] 

VI Mr. Thomas, Robertſon Parſon of Clatt. Mt. Alexander Barclay Miniſter at Feterbend, 


Mr. Alrzander Lum Parſon of Dayiot. Mr. Alexander Clark Niniſter at Methlich, 
Mr Patrick Hiro Farſon of Forgon, - Mr. Alexander ill Miniſter at . 


Together wich all the Miniſters of the Presbytery of Aberdter, &c, Of which Number of 
Delegats, theſe were preſent; and did give in the ſaid Queries to the Committee foreſaid, 
upon the 29th, Day of Fant in the Year ſoreſaid, vis. — wm 
Mr, Thomas Robertſon Parſon of Clr. Pr. Alekender Clark Minifier at Mithlick, 
Mr. Alexandir Lunan Parſon of Daviot, Mr. Alexander Mill Miniſter at Vdaie, 

87 And theſe of the Presbytery of Aberdeen, vit. 


Mr. Janes Gordon Parſon of Banchory-davinick, Mr, Gilbert Ramſey Miniſter at Dyes, 


Mr, George White Miniſter.at Aamculter. Mr. Gorge Seton Miniſter at Upper macher. 
Nr. Fob Duntop Miniſter at Sheen, Mr. Richard Auland Miniſter ac Meg. 
Mr. George Smith Miniſter at Kinellar, Mr. Thomas Creury Miniſter at Ae. 


Sic Subſcribirur, M, Ghrevey Clericus, 


| At obe King's College-Kirk of Aberdeen, the 5th of June 1694. 


He which Day being met the "Mimifters of the Diaceſ of Aber- 

-+ deen, together with Delegats from the Dioceſſes of Murray, Rest 
Caithnes and Orknay, and from the Shyres. of Mairns 

Angus; for conſulting anent the neceſſarie Affairs of the Church 

in this Juncture : And underſtanding that the Committee of the late Preſ- 

biterian Aſſemblte for the North, is to ſit at Aberdeen once in this Month ; 

Did therfore nominate aud chuſe the Brethyen aſter- mentioned, viz. Mr. 

John Forbes Parſon of Kincairden, Mr. Thomas Rabertſon. Parſon of 


tt, Mr. Alexander Lunan Parſon of Daviot, Ar, Alexander Gellie 
B Parſon 


* 


\ 


(2) 

Parſon of Fordyce, Mr. Patrick Harvie Mimiſter of Forgon, Mr. Alexan- 
der Barclay Ainiſter at Peterhead, Ar. Alexander Clark Afinifter at 
Methlick, Ar. Alexander Mill Miniſter at Udnie: "Together with all 
the Brethren of the Presbitrie of Aberdeen ; together alſo with any others 
of other Presbitries or Dioceſſes who may be upon the Place for the time, 
or any-three or one of them as their Commiſſioners and Repreſentatives, With 
foul Hemer, Warrgng,, aud Commiſſion to them to compear hefote the ſaid 
Committee when ever it ſhall happen any of their Number to be citeg, be- 
fore them! And in their Name to preſent to them ſome Queries of pro- 
poſals concerted ly them at their ſaid Meeting, relating to the Eccleſiaſtick 
Authority and Juriſdictian of the ſaid Committee, and to demand Anſwers 
and Rrſolutiuns thereunto, and all other things to ad and do relativg to 
the Ohurrbes intreft, pro re nata. And to eſtabliſh and conflitet Prbeu- 
rators one. af mare in their Name, To compear in their Afſenck, aud to 
att before the ſaid Committee as fullie and freelie as if all and every one 
of them were perſonallie preſent themſelves, And appoynted one Extract of 
this Al to be given to the forſaids Commiſſioners, under the Clerk of the 
Meetings Hand, for their Warrand and Commiſſion. Extracted furth of 
the Records of the Meeting above ſpecityed. . ... Nr 0 


Sic Subſcribitur, M. Chrevey Clericus. 


Reflections an the Meeting of the Epiſcopal Clergy at Aberdeen. 


HE Gentlemen who compoſed this Meer- 
ing, having entertained the Committee 
of the General Aſſembly with Queries, will not 
1 hope take it amiſt co have a little of the 
ſame Entertainment themſelves, and may 
certainly give a very agreeable Diverſion to 
tie Pablick, if they will be pleaſed to an- 
ſwer the following Queries, viz. 

By what Authority they met ? for by the 
Authority of their preſent Majeſties they 
could not meet; and if by the Authority 
of the late King, whether or not their Meet- 
ing was not Rebellion ? IH neither by the 
Authority ef the late King, nor their pre- 
{nt ua jeſties, how they came: to act con- 
T to their former. Principles, vic that 
 Compocarions gf the Lieges, without the 
urhority,” is Rebellioh? If chey be 
in their Principle, according as 


King's A 
Erafti 


' Inherent Right of the Crown, the 
the Government of the Church, c. doch 


their Party did ſwear, and profeſs them-- 
ſelves to be hy the late Oath of Supremacy, . 
and the 14 Af? of Parl. 2. Ear, 2. how came 
they to contradict this Principle by calling 
an Aſſembly of the Church without the Ma- 
giſtrates Concurrence ? If K. William and 
Q. May be Ch, 24's lawful Succe®rs, to 
W by virtue of the Supremacy and the 
Ordering of 


properly belong, how comes it to paſs chat 
they meer in Oppoſition ro the Committee 
of the _ which has their Majeſties 
Authority to viſit and purge the Church, Cc. 
and not only meet in Qppafition to them, 
but decline the Authority of them and their 
Conſtituents 2. If R. Millan and Q. Mary be 
not k. Ch. 2d's layful. Succeſſots, how can 
the Queriſts appeal to them as the only Su- 

preme 


412 

pteme Judges inthefe Dominiem? andſee- all Ferſons whatſoe ver? And if they 
hey: appeal to them as the only ſupteme i their preſent Majeſties Authority, how 
,; why chey dot acquicice; in their they can acquit themſelves of that: Oath to 
*, which, they have ſolemnly N King Jams, ſeeing they did alſo rake the De- 
A& of Parliament, viz, in lodging the Er- clararion, that it was hot lawful to reſiſt his 
clefiaſtical juriſdiction of the National Majeſty, or any commiſſionated by him, on 
Church, by Af. f. Sf. 2. of this preſent Par- any Pretence whatſoever? And if they own 
liament, on che Preayrpion Mites gud that to have been à falſe Principle, why they 
ſince 166 1, and ſuch as they ave received or did not declare fo to the World, exhibit 
ſhall receive; and impoweering them ta ap» their Reaſons, and avow their Repenrance for 
point Viſitors tö purge the Church, ſuſp ſwearing ſuch a raſh Oath? And further their 
and deprive? &. And ſeeing the Committee Anſwer is defired, whether their aſſem- 
which the Querifts oppoſe liave ſuch à Pow- bling about Church- matters, in this manner, 
er, whether they mighr not in Law deprive without the Conſent of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
the ſaid Queriſts for cheir Conrumacy ? And be nor an expreſs owning of che inherent and 
ſeeing they have nor depriv'd them, whether intrinfick Right of the Church; for maincain- 
Bey have not betay'd themſelves with ing of which their Parry did perſecute the 
Moderation towirds-rhe' Queriſts, than their Presbyterians ro Death in the late Reigns? 
Party did toward the Presbyreriats? And whether ſuch a Meeting of ſuch Perſons who 
whether the Presbyterian Miniſters were not have not given thoſe Proofs of their Loyalty 
beheaded, hang d. &c. in the late Reigns, to their Majeſties that the Law requires, ei- 
for-leſs Oppoſition to the Government? The pretty when call'd on purpoſe to oppoſe a 
Queriſts would oblige the Publick further to minittee cloth'd with their Maj Au- 
anſwer, whether or not their Meeting in thority, be agreeable to the Principles of 
this Manner, withaut the fate Ring Tauers Paſſive Obedience, and not actual R ? 
Authoriry, if Il own/his Title, be not a and how that can be called the Aſſembly of a 
direct Breach of their Oath of Allegiance, Church, which conſiſts only of pretended 

wherein they were ſyorn co maintain his Ju Paſtors, without Delegats from the People? 

riſdiction over all Perſons, and in all Cauſes, 


* 


— — 


Some Propoſals from the Miniſters of the Dioceſs of Aberdeen, for 
themſelves, and in Name of the whole Epiſcopal Clergy 
within this Kingdom, who concur with them to the Commit- 

tes of the late Presbyterian Aſſembly, now ſitting at Aberdeen, 


upon the 297% of June, 1694. 
Query I. WI according to tbe Principles of Presbyterian Govern- 
2 ment, there -ought be no bigher Degree of Paſtors in the 
Church than Presbyters,. and all Presbyters are equal in Power and Authority, 
we deſire to know by what Divine and Eccleſiaſtick Right theſe fifty or ſixty ſur- 
vie ing Presbyterian Miniſters, not being in actual Charge within this King= 
dom, did take yon them the Exerciſe of the whole  Eccleſiaſtick Power of ths 
2 B 2 Na- 


— 


of its Miniſters. 


Committee of the Aſſembly wich acting 
contrary to Presbyterian Principles, and ex- 


1 Deſign I is, to charge the 


erciſing a more abſolute Aughority over their 


Brethren, the Epiſcopal Miniſters, than ever 
the Biſhops pretended to. 

The Arguments on which they would 
ſound the firſt Part of che Charge are, becauſe 
the Commiſſion owns no higher Paſtors in the 
Church than Presbyters, and that all thoſe 
are equal in Power; and yer fiſty or ſixty 
ſurviving Presbyterian Miniſters, not being in 
actual Charge within this Kingdom, did take 
upon them the Exerciſe of the whole Eccle- 
fiaſlick Power. | 

As to the firſt Part of the Argument, ir 
ſeems altogethet frivolous, and cannot infer 
the leaſt Contrariety. to Presbyterian Princi- 
ples, that becauſe 2 own no higher Paſtors 
in the Church than Presbyters, therefore Preſ- 

byters ſhould take upon them the Exerciſe of 
the whole Ecclefiaſtick Power: for it's natu- 
ral to conclude, that — 70 own none 
higher, therefore they mu think chat 
the Eccleſiaſtick Power de volves on them. 

Nor is the ſecond Argument any thing 


more concludent to prove the Committees 


oontradicting their own Principles, than as 
i one ſhould argue thus, becauſe all che 
Members of the Houſe of Commons are of 
equal Power, therefore the Commons, or 2 
Committee of their. own Number, have no 
Power over a faulty Member or Members: 
or becauſe the Members of the Aſſembly 
wlůch met at Jeruſalem;had not in their ſingle 
Capacities any Power over one another, as 
Apoſtle over Apoſtle, or Elder over Elder, 
tlieteſure when gathered rogerher as an A. 


= _ 


actual Charge they in 


(4) 

National C hurcb, and haue exerced a more full and abſolute Autbority. and Ju- 
riſdicbion over their Bretbren, nine-bundred or a thouſand X4iniſters, who were in 
"Office when Epiſcopacy was aboliſhed, than ever the Biſhops d to, bo 
never claimed a Power to mate Ads c 


to,- 
ting the Church, without Conſent 


Reflections wpor the Firſt Query. 


ſembly, y had no Power, neicher of . 
ſelves, nor by a Committee, to cenſure 4 
K ener or Members. 


i ecution, were unj de- 
prived of, but had — — in the Par eſſion 
and Practice of it, as Providence afforded 
them Opportunity, in private. 5 

2dly, That they did not take the e 
aforeſaid upon themſclyes, but the free Ex- 
erciſe of the ſame was reſt6red to them by th 
Parliament, in conjunction wich ſuch others 
as 2 P 2 fir to take in. 

34. That the Epiſcopalians, by denyi 
them to have been! bn aan | Mea he 
Revolution, would bave dont to have 
explain'd their Meaning ; If by not being in 
their not being ſer- 
led in Pariſh-Churches, ic may be granted 
without any Damage to their Cauſe: For by 
the Practice of the. Prelatifts. themſelves, a 
Man may be in e, though not in be ,, 
and if he be #1 , he may cercaidly per- 
form what belongs ro his Office. "And by* 


their own ConceMfion (. 2.) the Power of 
Diſcipline and. Gerernment. is gh, 
om - 


— 


from the Power of Preaching ; ſo that until ir 
be proved that they were aut * of 
rhe Power of Preaching,- they muſt ſtill allow 
by 38 — 

Con is Part ir Argument 

Then as to that Part of ir, that fifty or ſix- 
ty Presbyterlan Miniſters ſhould exerciſe the 

whole Eccleſiaſtick Power of the National 

Church; beſides hat may be ſaid to juſtify 

from Theological Topicks, have 

a very ſtrong — from Policicks, by 

which the Prelatiſts ought to be ſatisſied, ac- 

cording to their own Conceſſion in their Pro- 
teſtation, as ſhall be evinc'd anon. 

For fifry or ſixty Prezbyterian Miniſters 
7A well take upon them the Exerciſe 
of the whole Eccleſiaſtick Power of a Nation, 

when che Repreſentatives. of that Nation, in 
Parliament aſſembled, will own no other to 
have any Right thereunto: and for thi Rea- 
Jon, as hwy ſtill by che Vote of the Con- 
vention, that the Biſbops and their Clergy were 
the grias and inſuppertable Grievance of the Nation. 
And. for this Cauſe, together wich che Conſi 
deration of the illegal Method us'd in turning 
our the Presbyterian Miniſters in 1650, and 
1661. of which there were only choſe flſty 
or ſixty alive at the Revolution, their Maje- 
ſties, by Advice of their Parliament, aſter 
the ſettling of the Church- Government had 
hung above a Lear in Suſpence, did ſettle the 
ſame upon thoſe fifty or ſixty Presbyrerian 
Miniſters, and ſuch as they ſhould admit; fo 
that according to the Appeal which the Pre- 
latiſts have made in their hroteſtation co King 
Wikiaw and Queen Any, as Supreme Judges 
unter Cod in theſe Puminions, they ought 
to reſt ſatisſied in theit Determinatioti by the 
Touch of the Scepter in Parliament, which 
is che only authoritatiye way by which they 
en determine Caſcs * that og — 
though by this Appeal it would ſeem that 
our Prelatiſts are of anocher Mind. It's in 
vain for them te think of cvading, by ſup- 
poling that their Majeſtics were ſut pri d- 
to that Aſſent, for they were ſufficiently ſa- 


wisficd how Maucrs. ſtood 5 aud all the A gu- 
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ments that could be urg'd for the Epiſcopal 
Party, were repreſented and ſer off to the beſt 
Ady , by the Viſcount of , and 
others of cheir Champions, and back'd by the 
Intereſt of thehigh- Charch-men here; 
ſo that if their Majeſties had not been fully 
convinc'd of the Truth of what was repre- 
ſented to them by their Grand Council, the 
Parliament, as to what Form of Church-Go- 
vernment was beſt for Scotland, it's not rea- 
ſonable to think that ever they would have 
given their Royal Aſſent to that Act. So that 
if theſe Gentlemen had either any due Re- 
gard to the Dignity of Scots Parliaments, the 
— of whoſe Ad is no leſ than 
Treaſon; or if they had any real Deference 
to the Jud of their Majeſtics, co whom 
they appeal, they would never be ſo bold, te 
ſay no worſe, to to them in a Matter 
which they have dy derermined in the 
moſt ſolemn and legal manner that can be, 
and much leſs to proteſt againſt the General 
Aſſembly of the Church or their Committee, 
as exerciſing Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, tho 
not alte by, yet with their Majeſties 
Authority. And if the Party had but the 
leaſt Remnant of 1 y would be 
aſham'd to aver that the Presbyteriaq; exer- 
ciſe a more full and abſolute cy and 
Juriſdi tion over their Brethren, nine hundred 
or 2 thouſand Miniſters, ho were in Office 
when Epiſcopacy was aboliſh'd,than ever the 
Biſhops pretended to, who never claim'd a 
Power to make Acts concerning the Church, 
wichout Conſent of its Miniſters. 
It being very well known, that though the 
Biſhops, to e the People, kept up a 
Form of resbyteries and N 
Advice they pretended to make Acts; yet 
thoſe Presbyteries and Synods. were never al- 
lowed that Freedom and Liberty which they 
themſelves deſired, hut were ditectly lorded: 
over. by the Biſhops ; of which che Scuftle- 
which happened beewixt them and their, 
Ciergy, about a Convocation in 1674. Or» 
thereabouts, as | take it, Was à convincing, 
Inſtance, fur the poot . Curates wege forc'd! 
ac laſt to ſubmii. Whereas: iris ci 9 


i 


having expreſly declared that they wonld d- 
poſe ud Iucambents ſimply for their Fudgment con- 
cerning Church-Gouernment, nor ytt urge Rtordi- 
nation upon them. Nor can they give any In- 
ſtances that they have ated contrary to this 
Declaration, all of thoſe that have erto 
been turn d out being found really ſcandalous, 
or refuſing to own their preſent Majeſties; 
whereas the Presbyter ians turt d out in 1660, 
and 1651, could neither be accu d as ſcan- 
dalous in their Converſation, Heterodox in 
their Doctrine, or of refuſing to own King 
Cherlts H. and yet the P al Counci 
turn'd chem our meerly becauſe they would 
not ſabmit to the Biſhops, by whoſe-Influence 
afterwards it was enated, Pal. 1. Sf, 2. 
Act. 2. Car. 2. that all Petitions, ou , 
Printing, Praying, Remonſtraring or Preac 
ing, me wing any Diſlike of the Government 
of the Church by Biſhops, was ſeditious. So 
that che World may judg of the Truthr of thoſe 
Mens Aﬀertion, who ſay, that the Presbyte- 
riahs do exerciſe a more fall and abſolute Au- 
thoriry and Juriſdiftion over them, than ever 
rhe Bi rerended to, who not only ſo- 
liked the 4 mentioned Act, but con- 
curred with their Authority to eſtabliſh it in- 
to a Law, And ſeeing our Adverfarics do 
own that che Bi never made any Acts 
without the Conſent of cheir Clergy, we 
would pray them to anſwer then, whether 
this does not plainly give the Lie to all their 
Pretenſions . — — —— — Preſ- 
iaus in che late Reigns, which they mag- 
fried ſo much in ſome of their Pamphlets 
pearl objed, by : * 4 
1 may, perhaps, obj t the Bi- 
ſhops did — in their Eccleſiaſtical 


Capacity, but as Members of Parliament. 


To which it may eaſily be replied, that they 
ſir in Parliament as Biſhops, which is their 
Eccleſiaſtical Capacity ʒ but whether they did 
it in that Capacity or not, it's all one 

the matter; for, according to theſe Gentle- 
mens Allegacion, they did nor concur to make 


| | (6) 
whe Ptesbyterians do neither claim nor exey- _ 


eiſe any ſuch abſolute Juriſdi&jon' over rheir - 
Brerhfen, the Aſſembly in 1890 out their Concurtence, then they lordetl it 


over them and the Presby 
that they have brought themſelves into a Di- 
lemma, let them get out of it which way they 
can. 


It may be further anſwered, as ro their 


charging the Prevbyterians with exerciſing a 


more abſolute ſuriſdiction over the Epi 


Miniſters than the Biſhops did, that without 


any Breach of Charity, if we conſider the 
Practice and Deſigns of the Scots Biſhops, it 
was neither their Intereſt nor Inclination to 
enquire into the Doctrine and Converſarion 
of their Clergy ; for Looſeneſs of Practice and 
Errors in ine, ſuch as Arminianiſm, & c. 
were the Path road to and Slavery: 
for the advancing of which the Generality of 
our Scots Biſhops did concur with the Court, 
as moſt, if not all of them who were in Office 
at the Revolution, do adhere to the late King 
ſtill, and the Northern Parts of the Kingdom, 
where theſe tefractory Clergy-men do now 
reſide: as they are moſt oppoſite to this Go- 
vernment both in Church and State, ſo they 
did — with the Coarſes of the late 
Reigns moſt of any. And whereas they pre- 
that the Biſhops did not make any Ads 
concerning the Church, without the Conſeut 
of its Miniſters; we anſwer, that if they de- 
manded any Conſent, it was only-from thoſe 
who own'd their Juriſdiction, and not from 
the Presbyterian Miniſters : and they cannot 
deny but the Presbyterian Aſſemblies act with 
— — — that own their 
1 ' So ) ſcopal Party 
us. All che Difference that can be alled 
. Epiſcopal Miniſters who com- 
plain thus, are ſtill in their Churches, where - 
as the Presbyterians were thrown out; which 
is meerly the Fruits of the Government's 
Mildneſs, and does not one whit alter the 
Caſe, except they will alledg, which they 
never did hitherto, that none can be Miniſters 
but ſuch as are fix'd in particular Congregati- 
ons: And in truth this is but a very ſorry Re- 
| quital 


quital ro the Presbyterians for their Mode- 
ration in ſuffering them to contigue in the 
Churches, whence they could have as cafily 
ejected them as they did vote them the great 
and inſupportadle Grievance of the Nation; 
that noching will ſatisfy them, except they 
be admi into the Judicatories of the 
Church, to embroil Affairs and overtun it 
afreſh: 8 2 to oo 
mighty Weighe upon their being in 
when Epi was aboliſh'd ; they may 
remember that the Presbyterians were alſo 
in Office, in their ſenſe, when Epiſcopacy was 
ſer up, without the Conſent of the Miniſters 
then in Office, 

Then as to that part of the Query, by 


what Divine or Eccleſiaſtical Right thoſe- 


fifry or ſixry Miniſters took upon them the 
Charge above - mentioned: 

It hath been anſwered already, that they 
never loſt that Right, tho they were obſtruct- 
ed in the Exerciſe of it. by Force; and as in 


Deſections, when the number of the 

Faithful is always the leaſt, yet the Right is 
ved in thoſe few that continue faithful; 

ſo che caſe was here, the ſmallneſs of theit 
Number is no Argument againſt the Juſtice 
of their Cauſe : For the Scriptures acquaint 
us, that the Witneſſes for the Truth were 
reduced to two, (that is, a ſmall, tho ſufficient 
Number in Law to confirm the Truth) while 
the whole World wondered after the Beaſt ; 
and we have ofren heard of -wnus Athanaſius 
contra totum Orbem. The Waldenſes were 
but few in Number compared with the Mul- 
titude of Idolaters, and yet the Succeſſion of 
Church was preſerved inahem. The Arians 
of old, and the Papiſts of late did brag of 
their Multitude, but that was never allowed 
by the Orthcdox as a concluding Fg ry 
Chryſoſtom ad Pop. Antioch, hom.26. ſays, Quid 
mibi cum multitudine malo mum pretiojum Lapi- 
dem quam obolos multos. Et hom. 40. Elias wins 
trat, ſed totus Mundus non dignus erat qui repen- 
deretur ei. Greg. Nazian. Orat.2 g. contra Ari- 
anos, Ubi ſunt, inguit, qui Eccleſſam nultitudine 
definiint, & parvum Gregem dejpicantur 2 This 
Compariſon it's probable will be rejected as 
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too much of a cen 

will be at the 
Pains to conſider, that the Divine Inſtituti - 
on of the Order of Presbyters is agreed on 
among all Chriſtians in general, while char 


odious, and farouri 
ſorious Spirit: but w 


of any Superiour Order is gramed by the 
moſt Learned of the Epiſcopal Party them - 
ſelves ro be meerly of Human Right; and: 
then if we take a view of the folemn Oblt- 
gations which the Kingdom of 'Scatiand lay 
under to have preſerved the Proteſtant Do- 
arine, and Presbyterian Government in that 
Church, the undue Methods taken to rein- 
troduce Prelacy there, by the moſt notor ious 
Fer jury that ever was heard of under Hea- 
ven; the Deluge of Profanity which accom- 
ied that Change ; the Laws for eſtabliſh». 
ing it, which this preſent Parliament have 
voted to be impious, and the unhallowed. 
Means and Inſtruments made uſe of to ſup- 
port and maintain the Scots Epiſeopacy *. 
then if we conſider the flackning of the 
Reins of all publick Diſcipline, together with 
the manifeſt decay of the Power of Godline is, 
and the Hatred which was evidenced agauift 
it by moſt of the Scots Biſhops and cheir 
Clergy 3 when at the fame time they con- 
curred with their utmoſt Power to bring 
the Nations under a Popiſh Government, to 
the manifeſt hazard of our Civil and. Reli- 
gious Liberties: and if to this we add the 
viſible Inclination which that Party have ſtill 
to the late King Janes, tho in League with: 
the French King, and never to be reſtored 
but by the ſworn Enemy of our Religion x 
the Doctrine of which they do apparently 
diſown by refuſing to fign the Conteſſion of 
Faich: I ay, that if all thoſe things be con- 
ſidered, it will appear with underyable /Evi-- 
„that our Scots Prelatiſts were and are 
engaged in a dreadful Defectiou, and join d. 
in Iſſue and Intereſt with Babylox, tho God 
by his Word and Providence did call aloud. 
for his Pepple to come out of her. Which 
Refletzon being founded upon undeniable 
Matter of Fact, can offend no unprejudic'd: 
Perſon, who will allow themſelves time ta 
conſider ot ix; and therefore the Cafe being: 


_ 
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thus, and the Parliament of Scotland which 
was called by his preſent Majeſty King William, 
whom in a w ul manner 
rais'd up to ſupport and maintain the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt, which was ready to fink, 
having, as already hinted, voted the Scots Bi- 


ſhops and their Clergy, to be che great and 


inſupportable Grievance of the Nation, let 
no Man tax me with being uncharitable, if I 
ſay that the Prelarical Party, having diveſted 


themſelves of all pretences to Eccleſiaſtical 


iction by their Defe&tion, it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily remain in thoſe Presbyterian Mini- 
ſters who continued ſaithſul: and that this 
was the ſenſe of the Body of Proteſtants in 


the Nation, appear d by the unanimous Vote 
of their Repreſentatives, who rejected the 


Biſhops and their Clergy as an unſi 


Grievance ; wo Law did eſtabliſh the Ex - 
ical Juriſdi&ion in choſe. 


erciſe of Eccleſi 
few Presbyterian Miniſters, and ſuch as they 
ſhould admit: fo that here's all that can be 
requiſite to prove their Divine and Eccleſi- 
aſtick Right to the Juriſdiction of the Na- 


tional Church. They had their Miſſion and 


Ordination as Miniſters by the Hands of the 
Presbytery, which, in foro Ecclefſse,' does re- 
gularly conſtitute them Ambaſſadors of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Nation by their Repreſenta- 
tives have ſubmitted themſelves to their Ju- 
riſdidiQion, as ſuch: So that there is nothing 


wanting to clear their Right, cicher by Laws * 


Divine or Human. 


——ͤ 


Query II. Gow according to their own Principles, the Power of preaching 
the Goſpel, and adminiſtring the Sacraments, and the Power of 


Diſcipline and Government are inſeparable in the Office of a Paſtor ; Quæritur, 
If that Conſtitution of Church-Government le, lawful, which excludes the 


greateſt part of the Paſtors of the Church from having any ſhare in the Go- 
ernment thereof ? 


Reflections an the Second Query. 


E Deſigu of this Query is, firſt, to fix 

upon the Presbyterians an Inconſiſtency 

with their own trinciples, in excluding the 

reſt part of the Miniſters of that Church 

Fom any ſhare in the Government, tho they 

own that the Power of Preaching; and the 

Power of Diſcipline are inſeparable. And 

in the next place, to prove that the preſent 

Conſtitution of the yernment is 
unlawful upon that Account. 

As to the firſt; They may remember that 
it was the Practice of their own Church as 
well as of ours, to admit Probationers to 

without allowing them the Power of 
Diſcipline 3 whence it appears that this Re- 
fleRion upon us is not duly cautioned, nor 


can ir infer any Inconſiſtency with our Prin- 
ciples. But whar if we ſhould anſwer their 
Queſtion with another; Whether do they 
think chat the Apoſtle, tho he was glad that 
Chriſt was preached out of Envy, would 
have admitted thoſe envious Preachers into 
the Judicatories of the Church, to debate 
upon thoſe Matters whereof they themſelves 
were accuſed? 

But this RefleRion of theirs will appear 
ſtill more unreaſonable, if we conſider ; 

1. That tho the Presbyrerians thought it 
fit to connive at their preaching, yet they 
never gave them any formal Allowance to 

each; ſo that their denying them any 

e in che Diſcipline, ſeeing they never 
had 
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d their Allowance to preach, cannor in- 


e Principle above-mentioned, ' 

Lay go highly imprudent, to a 
20 worſe, for the Aſſembly to admit thoſe 
en into a ſhare of the Government of the 
zwrch, whom the Repreſentatives of the 
Nation, who are the Body of chat Church, 
lid vote to be che inſupportable Grievance 
of the Nation, which is à flagrant Scandal, 
whence the Parry have never purged them - 
ſelves; and it will be allowed by the Pre- 
latiſts that Miniſters under a Scandal, may 
be ſuſpended ab Officio : ſo that they have no 
reaſon ro complain when they are only de- 
bar'd from part of that which they pretend 
to be their Office, whereas they have 
juſtly been excluded from the whole. 

4 That ſor the Presbyrerian Miniifters to 
admit thoſe Men into a ſhare of the Church- 
Government, who during this rime rhat they 
have. been allowed to preach ſinee the Revo- 
lutien, which is more than enough for'Pro- 
bation, have given no - Evidences of their 
Amendment, nor Inclination to comply wirh 
the Terms of Conformiry enjoin'd by the 
Act of Parliament ; I ſay, for the Presbyte- 


er any Contradiction in the Presbyterians - 


rian Miniſters to admit thoſe Men, were to 
betray the Traſt which God and the Gover®- 


ment have repoſed in them, and to break 


down the Hedges and let in the Foxes to 
ſpoil the Vines: And if they ſhould do ſo, 
how could they juſtify themſelves, or anſwer 
the Reproaches w — —— 
ment I with; when 
they or ged the Government of the | 
pon themſelves, they Jet in theit 
own NN thoſe of the State, to over» 
turn it 


yernment, 
yeerians exclude choſe from 
amy ſhare in it, who, tho — 
themſelves as the Major Fart of the Paſtors, 


which gave che ſaid 8 Miniſters 
« Civil Right and as to che Divine Eccle- 
ſuſtick Right, it was touched before. 


bo W 


Ove III. C Eeing no Aſſembly of Church-Officers.can juſtly claim any Au- 
_=_” 8 — ur + Aa over a Church, wherein hat chwek 


is not duly repreſented; and a Church cannot be repreſented in an 
which — Delegats are not allowed to ſit And that by 44 


| [embly in 
the Honſtitution of this 


Church, a General Aſſembly doth conſiſt of Commiſſioners from all the 
within the Kingdom. Quzritur, How the late Presbyterian Aſſemblies can be 


owned for 


General Aſſemblies of this Church, ſince they conſiſted intirely 


of the Presbyterian Party; and the Presbytries of this Dioceſi, and ſeveral 


others within this King 
nor bad they a Call to ſend any d 


C 


bad no Commiſſioners preſent as theſe Aſſemblies, 


RefleRions 


1 
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be Reflections on the Third. Query. 


HE Deſign of this Query is, to impuęn 
the Autſiority of the General Aſſem- 
blies, becauſe they alledg that the Church 
was nom, duly vc preſented in them as con- 
ſiſting wholly of the Presby terian Party, and 
wanting Dele gates from the Diacels of Abrr- 
deen, ard ſeveral others. | 
Theſe Gentlemen are not aware that the 
Objectiou may be retorted upon themſelves 
with more advantage, and therefore; they 
would do well to coufider how, they can 
juſtify the Authority of any of their Sy vods 
under the Biſhops, to which. none were 
admitted but choſe cf their own Party; and 
in which the Body of the Church was never 
repreſented, there being no Elders to repre- 
ſent the People: ſo that they had not the 
Concurrence of the Nation as we have in 
our Aſſemblies, where the People are not 
tyragniz'd over, but chearfully concur wich 
hat is done, according to that Pattern in the 
Isth of the Aits, And as to the wanting 
of Delegates from ſome Dioceſſes which are 
either refra&ory, or uncapable of ſending, 
upon the account above-mentioned, it will 


no more prejudg the Right of the reſt, than . 


the Obſtinacy of ſome Rebellious Counties 
can invalidate the Acts of Parliament of a 
whole Kingdom, to which they ſend no Mem- 
bers; ſor in all ſuch caſes the Right remains 
in the Majority of the ſound. Part: So that 
this Objection, however weighty it may have 
been eſteem' d by our Adverſaries, has no- 
thing of Solidity in ir. And whereas they 

ight inſiſt upon their not having à Call to 
{nd any Delegates to the Aſſembly; it hath 
been anſwered already, that they were ren- 
d red uncapable of it by the general Accuſa- 
riom of the Kingdom by their Repreſenta- 
.gives 3 and ic was never known in che World, 
iat che Accuſed Party ſhould be ſuffered ro 


be Judges in their on Cauſe, But ſuppoſing 
that che Aſſembly ſhould have called: upon 


them to fend in their Delegares, their Practice 


makes it plain tbat they would have de- 
clin d, their Authority, and embroibd the 


poor Remainders of the Church which had 


eſcaped the Tyranny of the laſt Reigns, into 
vain and endleſs Janglings and Debates. 
Nor was it reaſonable to think, that a Party 
who had ſolicited and promoted the Exc- 
carion of thoſe impious Laws againſt the 
Presbyterians, would ever concur. to the 
Eſtabliſnment of their Diſcipline, which they 
had laboured to deſtroy with ſo much vio- 
lence: ſo that either for the Parliament, or 
the General Aſſembly to have called on the 
Epiſcopal Party to ſend Delegates to fit in 
their, Eccleſiaſtical Judicatories for eſta» 
bliſhing the Government of the Churth, 
had been juſt the ſamc, as if they ſhould 
have ſent for all the known Jacobires in the 
Nation to have far in Parliament for ſetling 
the Crown on King William and Queen Mary, 
But our Queriſts may pleaſe ro take notice 
further, That tho they aflume to themſelves 
and their _— ſpecious Name of Pa- 
ſtors of the ch, the People to whom 
they pretended that Relation, did by their 
Repreſentatives diſown ir, and accuſed them 
as an inſupportable Grieyance, and reſtored 
thoſe to the Poſſeſſion of the Juriſdiction 
who had the beſt Right, and upon whoſe 
Charges the its Party were Intruders, 
— rape ughr nor obrain'd the Can- 
ſent of the People, or any Eccleſiaſtical ju- 
dicatory 3 but entred upon the Churches of 
the Presbyterian Miniſters, who were turn'd 
out without either Accuſation, Citation, 
Conviction, Sentence, or a Hearing allowed 
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Query IV. 8 by the Principles already mentioned, all Paſtors have an 

equal Right to ſhare in the Government of that Church whert- 
of they are Members and Office-bearers : And ſince the whole Body of the 
Paſtors of this Church, who were in Office at the time of the Aboliſhment 
of Epiſcopacy, cannot be charged with norance, groſs Error, Immorality of 
Life, or ſupine Negligence in their Office; Je cannot underſtand how the 
Conſtitution of the preſent Church-Government, and late Aſſemblies, can be 
juſtified by rhe Presbyterian Miniſters but upon this Suppoſition, that the 
whole Body of Paſtors foreſaid, are either no Miniſters of the Goſpel, or 
ſuch corrupt ones upon the account of their Principles and Practice, in rela- 
tion to Chureh- Government, as that they are not wortby to be truſted with 
the Exerciſe of that Power which belongs to the Paſtoral Office: which we 
cannot own without either renouncing our Mimſtrie, and declaring all the 


Acts of our Miniſterial Function null and void. 
Reflections on the Fourth Query. 


Ignorance, Groſs Error, Immorality or Neg- 
ligence in their Office; and to fix upon the 
Presbyterians that they cannot deny them 
a Share in che Church-Government, ex- 
cept they either look upon them as no Mi- 
niſters, or ſuch corrupt ones upon the ac- 
count of their Principles and Practices, in 
Relation to the Government of the Church, 
as that they are not worthy to be truſted 
with the Exerciſe of it: Which (ſay they) 
they cannot own without renouncing their 
Miniſtry, and declaring all their. Miniſterial 
AQs void and null. 

As to their Vindication, it comes unſca- 
ſonably 3 for they ought to have put ir into 
the Convention of States and Parliament 
when they voted the Biſhops and their Cler- 
gy the great and inſupportable Grievance of 
the Nation: which ſeeing they did not do 
then, there was all the reaſon of the World 
to take it pro canfiſſo; and ſeeing they are 


HE Deſign of this Query, is to vindicate 
the Body of the Epiſcopal Clergy from 


charged ſo heavily by the Repreſentatives of 
the Nation, ic were a piece of very. great 
Injuſtice to ſuppoſe that Auguſt Aſſembly to 
be Liars or Calumniators, and not able to 
make good their Charge : and therefore 
until ſuch time as they be purg'd by as 
good Authority as they are accus'd, they 
cannot charge rhe Presbyrerian Miniſters as 
being uncharitable for thinking them un- 
worthy of any Share in the Church · Go- 
verument; eſpecially ſeeing they were fo 
far from diſproving the Charge, that they 
made it good to the View of the World: 
all their Biſhops adhering to the lace King, 
ſeveral of the Clergy joining in Arms againſt 
their preſent Majeſties, above Two hundred 
of them being actually depriv d by the Civil 


Government for refuſing ro own their Ma- 


jeſties. And the preſent Queriſts, by their 
Queries and Proteſtation, do manifeſil 
ſtrike at che Root of the Governmenr borh 
in Church and State; as ſhall be made to ap- 
pear more fully afterwards. : 
C 2 And 


— 


- 


111 


(.12') 


And whereas they alledg, that they can- 
not be charged wich groſs Error: It ſeems 
they have forgot that ſuch of them as made 
Application to the Aſſembly, refuſed to fign 
the Confeſſion of Faith, as containing ſound 
Doxtrine againſt Arminianiſm, Sociniatiſm 
and Popery z by which they did virtually 
charge themſelves with i gro Errors; and 
their filly Propoſal of ing to ſign that 

jon, as containing the Doctrine of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion profeſſed in the Kingdom of Scot- 
land, but not as their own Doctrine, fixes the 
Suſpicion of Error upon them with more 
force ſtill ; upon which account, their Ma- 
jeſties did with Advice and Conſent of the 
Eſtates of Parliament, June 12th 1693, 
enact, That no Miniſter or Preacher be 
« admitted or continued unleſs he. ſign the 
« ſaid Conſeſlion as that of his own Faith, 
« and the Doctrine that he will conſtantly 
« adhere to. So that ir can ſcarcely be de- 
rermin'd whether it be more impudent or 
ridiculous in thoſe 
Presbyterian Miniſters for - not admitting 
them to the. Exerciſe of the Church-Go- 
vernment contrary co the Laws, when it is 
not in their Power to do it: and —— 
juſtly be admir d, with what Confidence tho 
Men can defire. to be admitted to the Exer- 
ciſe of the Government of rhe Church of 
Scotland, when they refuſed ro fign the Con- 
feſſion of Faich which they on to contain 
the Doctrine of the Proteſtant Religion — 
ſeſſed in Stotland, as the Conſeſſion of 
own Faith; eſpecially when it's known that 
their Brethren of the Church of Exgland ad- 
mit no, Miniſters into their Church without 
teſtify ing their Aſſent and Conſent to the 
39 Articles, c. 

Then as to Immoralities which they pre- 
tend they cannot be charg'd with : They 
would do well ro remember, that not only 
many of their Number were guilty, and ac- 


| ＋ 4 accus d of groß Immoralities, fuch 
are 


as teful to be named, but their Biſhops, 
who according to them, were the moſt ei- 
ſential Part of their Church, were generally 
den of ill Morals, and Arch-biſtop Fang. 


iſts, to blame the 


ſon in particular is accus d as ſuch by Mr. 
Gordon one. of the iſts, in his. Book cal- 
led the Reformed-Biſhop : And is it not very 
well known, that the two late Heads of 
their Church, from whence they deriv'd all 
their Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, were groſſ 
immoral, and their Church never ſo bined: 
as to reprove them for ir, in order to re- 
form them, or prevent the Corruption of 
Manners amongſt the People who were de- 
prav'd by their bad Example, which makes 
their whole Body chargeable. with the ge- 
neral Prophanity that abounds to this very 
day in the Nation? And they may be pleas d 
to remember further, that beſides thoſe 
Sorts of Immoralities which are generally: 
own'd to be ſuch, they are chargeable wich 
thoſe of another nature; as rhe Breach of 
that Solemn 2 and Covenant which ma- 
of them did perſonally ſign, and were 
thereby obliged to reſiſt Popery and Pre- 
lacy, and maintain the Privileges of Parlia- 
and yet they ayowedly broke through 


all thoſe Ties by ſubmitting ro, and pleading 


forPrelacy,and preaching up the King's Prero- 
gative over the Parlidmetie and all Laws: ſo 
that by their Concurrence the late King, when 
D. of 7ork, though u Papiſt, (at in their Par- 
liaments as Commiſſioner, without oualify- 
ing himſelf according to Law; and being 
by their Intereſt advanc'd to the Throne, 
took upon him; by his Proclamations, x0 
caſs and annul what Laws he pleas d. Then, 
I ſuppoſe, they may alſo remember their 
_ of the ſelf-contradiory Oath, cal- 
led the Tet, in K. Charles the Second's time, 
which the honeſteſt of their Party refuſed: 
And all of them took the Declaration, that 
it was unlawful to reſiſt the King, or any. 
having his Commiſion, Notwithſtanding 
of w they offer to join with this O- 
vernment, without giving the World any ac- 
count of their Reaſons why, or ackromledg: 
ing their former Error, Their ſhuffling wit 
the Church of England, by pretending to be . 


mighty Zealots for her Diſcipline and Cere- 
monies, and yet offcring in their Teſt or 
Declaration to ſubmit to, and concur with 


the Presbyterian Government as at preſent 
eſtabliſh'd in the Kingdom of Scotland, 1s al- 
ſo known. And now they ſhuffle with the 
Presbyterians again, and pretend they are 
not ſatisfied in their Conſciences with their 
Government, though about two Years ago 
they declared by their Formula, that they 
could ſubmir to it, and concur with ir. Nor 
can they deny their Prevarication with their 
preſent Majeſties, Run that they would 
take the Oachs to be faithſul ro them, if the 
ſame were alſo impos'd upon the Presbyte- 
rians z and they refus'd them norwithſtand- 
ing of the Presbyterians being injoin'd by 
Law to take them. So that if the Querifts 
had given themſcelves leave to remember 
thoſe chings, they might quickly have been 
farisfy'd, that the Presbyterians had ground 
enough to charge them wich Immoralities; 
and becauſe of their paſt and preſent Leviry, 
to ſuſpet their furure Fidelity. For who 
can put any Confidence in a Party of Men 

that have hitherro proy'd ſo unſtedſaſt and 
me t all Intereſts that ever they engaged 
Wit 


As for the Presbyterian Minifttrs looking upon 

the Epiſcopal Clergy to be tither no K of 
the Goſpel, or ſuch corrupt ones upon the account 
of their Principles and Praflice in relation to 
Church-Goutrument, as they art not worthy to be 
truſted with the Extrciſe of that Power which 
belongs to the Paſtoral Office : 

Theſe Gentlemen may remember that they 
were not entruſted wich the full Exerciſe of 
Diſcipline by their own Biſhops 3 and Mr. 
Hickeringill, in his Ceremony Monger, p. 124. 
ſays that he and his Brethren of the Church 
of England art ſuffered indeed to preach or to 
feed ; but as to Church-Diſcipline, they are ſo 
many Ciphers ; and the Biſhops take from their 
Brethren the Presbyters, half the Work of a Prif- 
byter, So that the Queriſts reflect upon their 
own Biſhops, and their Brethren of the 
Church of England, as much, if not more, 
than 2 us: for they withhold the Exer- 
ciſe of Diſcipline from them, as thinking it 
no Part of their Office, though the Scott 
Biſhops to pleaſe the People did allow their. 
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Clergy ſome more ſhare ; but the Presby. 
terians only withhold it as from Perſons un- 
der a temporary Incapacicy, till ſuch time as 
— ive t of their being worthy of it: 
and this is a farther Proof of what was for- 
merly aſſerted, that even the Epiſcopal par- 


ty themſelves don't think the Power of 


Preaching and Diſcipline at all times unſe- 
parable ; and yet we ſuppoſe, char both the 
Engliſh and Scots Biſhops look d upon their 


interiour Clergy as Miniſters, notwichſtandiog - 


of their detaining the Power of Diſcipline 
from them. 

The Queriſts do alſo know very well, chat 
the Presby terians don't look upon a Prelate 
to be an Officer of Divine Inſtitution 3 nor 
having the Power of Ordination either ſing- 


ly in his own Perſon, or ſo as that Presby- 


ters cannot do it without him. And Mr. 
Hickeringill. Cerem. Monger, p. 108. though 
himſelf an actual Miniſter of the Church of 
England, calls the Prelatical Ordination a 
Schiſmatizing from Scriprure, and all the 
Proceſtants of the World. And yer though 
the Presbyterians don't think this Manner of 
Ordination Scriptural z our may fee 
that they don't impoſe a Re-ordinarion upon 


them, nor declare their Miniſterial Acts void 


and null: for the Aﬀembly held in 16 
declared, as I ſaid before, that they would 


by 


Man to be Paſtor of a particular 
yer they are far from treating 
Clergy as no Miniſters : and yet 
would enviouſly inſinuste fo . 
they may render them odious to 
of England 3 though if they 

treated them as no Miniſters, 
but quid pro quo, and upon 
Grounds than the Prelatical Party of 
and Scotland both do treat them 38 
by enjoining Re-ordination upon all 
byters that have not been Epiſcopally 
dain d, though at the ame time they 
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- cept of Romiſh Pricſts without it; by which 

we have as much Reaſon as Mr. Hickeringbill, 

to ſay, that they ſchiſmatize from che Scrip- 

tuſcs and all Proteſtants of the World. And 

this docs alſo make it evident, that the Preſ- 
byreriars have good Ground to charge the 
Queriſts wich corrupt Principles as to the Go- 
vernment of the Church, ſeeing their Biſhops 
did all ſolicite and concur with the Act of 
Parliament in 1670. © Declaring all Ordina- 
© tion of Miniſters ſince 1561, which hath 
not been by Biſhops, null and invalid, and 
& that they arc no Miniſters that are other- 
te wiſe ordained. And che whole Epiſcopal 
Clergy muſt, according to the Queriſts for- 
mer Poſition that theit Biſhops madg no Acts 
relating to the Church wichour the Conſent 
of their Presbyters, have given their Con- 
currence with the Biſhops ro procure this 
Act: Therefore ſeeing the Presbyterian Mi- 
niſters have bur too good Ground to think 
that the Prelatiſts look upon them as no Mi- 
niſters, they had no reaſon to be ſudden in 
admitting any of that Party into a ſhare of 
the Church-Governmenr. 

But as a. farther Ground to ſuſpect their 
corrupt Principles on that Head, they may 
remember, that when their Party was trium- 
phant, they procured it to be enacted, Parl. 2. 
AF, 1. Car, 2. That by Virtue of the Supre- 
« macy the ordering of the Government of 
& rhe Churchdothrproperly belong to his Ma- 
<& zeſty and Succeſſors, as an inherent Right 
& of the Crown; and that he may enact and 
© emir ſuch Conſtitutions, Acts and Orders 
& concefning Church- Adminiſtrations, Per- 
« ſons, Mecrings aud Matters, as he in his 

Royal Wiſdom ſhall think fit. Now th 
know e that che Presbyterians loo 
upon this as a very corrupt Principle ; and 
accordingly this was annull'd by the Aboliti- 
on of che Supremacy in this Reign: and this 
AR being 1 and ſubmitted unto by all 
che Prelariſts, they are juſtly chargeable with 
it as their Principle, though their ent 
Practice is diametrically oppoſite ; tor ac- 
cortling to this Principle they ought to ſub- 
mit to the preſent irution of the Church» 


Government, if they believed ſuch a Power 
to be inherent in the Crown, and due to all 
King Charles the Second's Succeſſors: For 
that the preſent. Conſtitution is ſettled by 
their Majeſties and the Parliament, cannot be 
denied; ſo that they have no way to avoid 
this Contradiction betwixt that Principle and 
their preſent Practice, but either to ſay, that 
they have chang'd their Principle on that 
Head, which apparently they have not; for 
in their Proteſtation they appeal to the King and 
Nuten as Supreme Fudg under God in theſe Domi- 
nions ; which being the Words of the abo- 
lind Act of Supremacy, gives us reaſon to 
think that they believe chat Right to be in 
their Majeſties ſtill: or elſe, notwithſtanding 
of all their Pretences, they muſt think that 
their Majeſties are not Charles the Second's 
lawful Succeſſors, and conſequently to have 
no Right to that Power, which it's more than 
probable is the real, though not the pretend - 
ed Cauſe. And if they do ſtill hold this Prin- 
ciple, it will be worth their while ro copſider 
how they could juſtify that trifling Oppoſitio 

to King Zames's Liberty of Conſcience, hid 

they valued themſelves upon in ſome of rheir 
Pamphlets here ſince the Revolution: or, if 
they own their general and ſtupid Submiſſion 
at that time, how came they ro behave them- 
ſelves ſo mildly and quietly under the Regu- 
larions made then in Church-Affairs by a Po- 
piſk Prince, when they are fo very nice and 
ſcrupulous now to ſubmit to Conſtitutions en- 
acted by a Proteſtant Soveraign, for the Se- 


curity of the Proteſtant Religion? whereas 


that Declaration of King Names gave a very 
ample Liberty to the Papiſts, and yet t 
made no Proteſtation againſt it, as now . 
the Committee of the Aſſembly, and the Aſ- 
ſembly ir ſelf, which act with their preſent 
Majeſties Authority. a 
Then having made it appear that the preſ- 
byterians don't look upon them as no Mini- 
ſters, inaſmuch as they don't urge Re- ordina- 
tion upon them, the Queriſts have no Reaſon 
to think that their ſubmitting ro ſuch Term 
as the Law requires, though it may infer 
that they can comply with another Form of 
Go. 


Government and Diſcipline tham what they 
formerly on d, that therefore it declares 
the Acts of their Miniſterial Function null and 
void : Or ſuppoſing chat they ſhould hereby 
own that they were formerly corrupt in Prin- 
ciple and Practice as to Church-GOvernment, 
it docs not therefore follow that their Mini- 
ſterial Acts are null and void 3 for they know 
that when thoſe who have taken Orders in 
the Church of Rome are admitted by them, 
yet they dont declare all their former Mini- 
ſtecial- Acts null and void, though they ac- 
knowledg their former corrupt Principles and 
Practices as to Church - Government, elſe 
they ſhould rebaptize all ſuch as are convert- 
ed from Popery, which they do nor. 
Then as to their corrupt Practices in the 
Diſcipline of the Church, the Queriſts muſt 
needs be ſenſible of the Remiſneſs of their 
whole Party, as to the putting of that in Ex- 
erciſe; whence it came to pals that Profaniry 
is now arrived to ſuch height, that ir ſeems 
not remediable by any thing leſs chan Omni- 
potence, And though the iſts will not 
ownit, yet we dare appeal to their own Con- 
fciences, whether they do not know it to be 
true, that the Generality of all thoſe of their 
Party, who perſecuted us with ſo much Fury, 
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were openly wicked, and yet careſſed by the 
governing Part of their Church, and look'd 
upon as its beſt Friends. 

And now that there has been occaſion ca 
touch their Perſecution, the Querifis may 
pleaſe ro conſider further, whether the Prei- 
byrerians have not reaſon to be ſhy of ad- 
micring thoſe Men into the Government of 
the Church, who by their Numbers may onr- 
vote them, or their Unſtedfaſtneſs betray 
them; and if che Throne ſhould happen to 
be filld with ſuch a Prince as ſome of thoſe 
who were lately upon it, would join with 
them to overcurn the preſent Government of 
the Church, — — that the Majori- 
ty of che Paſtors and People were for Epiſco- 
pacy: which, conſidering the Reaſon of 
State, given by the late Convention for abo- 
liſhing Prelacy, becauſe contraty to the In- 
clinations of the Generality of che People, 
would carry che ſame Appearance of Reaſon 
on the other ſide, to re-eſtabliſhic; and in 
that caſe the Presbyterians would be under a 
Neceſſity either of defending their Conſtitu- 
tion by the Sword, or ſubmitting to ſuch # * 
horrid and inhumane Perſecution as were: 
thoſe in the late Reigns, 


— — 


Query V. 


Uzritur, Whether the annual Office of Ruling (not Preaching ) | 


Elders, choſen out among the People, and joined with Ain 
ſters in. Kirk-Seſſions, Presbyteries, Provincial and General Aſſemblies, and 
their Committees, to aſſiſt and concur with them in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline - 
and Government, can be warrantably affirmed to be of Divine Inſtitution ? 
And if any Footſtep of ſuch an Office doth appear in the Practice of the antient 
Church ;, or any plain convincing Proof of its Inſtitution can be produced out of 
the Scriptures : And if this Office be not of Divine Inſtitytion, whether a Judi 
catory conſiſting in part of ſuch Officers pretending to Divine Inſtitution, and to 
act by Warrant and Commiſſion from Feſus Cbriſt, be a lawful Fudicatory ? 


N 
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Rellections on the Fifth Query. 


THE Deſign of this Query is to prove 

presbyterian Government ualawful, he- 
cauſe they admit of Ruling Elders in all the Judi- 
catories of the Church, there being no Footſtep 
of any ſuch Officer to be eicher inthe 
Scripture or Antiquity, as they would inſi- 
nuate. 


to find chis Principle granted 


Divine Inſticurion, are therefore unlawful Ju- 
. dicatories. Their Brethren the Biſhops of 
England, and the Courts kept under them, 

1 haps give chem Thanks for 
this Hy becau 


their Brains were almoſt 


rurion, though 
beat our, becauſe their Eye-ſight was no bet- 
ter; inſomuch that a ſmall matter would have 
perſwaded them that there was ſomerhing 
more chan a Poetical Fancy in che following 
Diſtich, compoſed by the learned and inge- 
- nious Andrew Maruel Eſq; in his Loyal Scor, 


Aud of all the Plagues had Biſhops cant, 
te le Foal e bad fort tact bone 


ich ir's ſuppos'd the Author meant of Scots 


ps. 
25 to the Ruling Elders, if the Queriſts 
had given — the Trouble of reading 


Mr. Gutbry's little Tractate, what the Londen * 


Miniſters have writ concerning them in the 
is Pivinum Regiminis Ecclefsaſtici, or what 
"DF; Owen writ lately on that Head, they 


would have found ſuch Arguments for the 
Divine Inſtitucion of Ruling Elders, as were 
never yet anſwered: and ſecing they have 
been in print, ſome of them for many Years, 
it had been worth our — while to have 
conſuted them before they came to put this 
Query to the Committee, who they knew 
had neicher Time nor Authority to enter into 
ſuch Diſputes. ; 

In che next place, the Queriſts would do 
well to anſwer theſe following Queries, vix. 
Where was this ObjeQion, and all the other 
four, againſt the Lawfulneſs of the preſent 
Conſtitution of the Church of Scotland, when 
their Party did offer, by their Formula in 
1690, to ſubmit to and concur wich the 
Presbyrerian Goverument as it is at preſent 
eſtabliſh'd in the Church of Scotland ? How 
it came to be lawful for them to comply 
then and not now? and whether they did 
not know all thoſe things as to the Govern- 
ment of che Church of Scotland then, that 
they object againſt it now? and if they did, 
as no doubt they muſt, why did they not put 
in ſuch a Diſtinction in their Formula, as to 
the Government of the Church, as they did 


c the —— and whether 
or not t ve not mare hidden 
Scruples which they can bring out by Piece» 


meal, and dally with the Church and State 
till ſuch time as they ſee whether the 
King, with the nce of Lewis XIV, can 
re-eſtabliſh the Scots Prelacy ? 

But the Divine Inflitucion of Ruling Elders 
being confidencly impuęn d by the i 
ir's thought fir, leſt they or their 
ſhould. triumph too much, to hiur at a few 
. — 

ve a to t | 
ir, to the three Books before mentioned. 


Bur before we come to the Ar ir 


guments 
2 be neceſſary to deſcribe what this Ruli 
Elder is, becauſe that Officer is not ſo 
known in this Kingdom as in Scotland. 


The Ruling Elder then is dne choſen from 
- amongſt the People of mor than ordinary 
Gifts and Piety, to aſſiſt the Paſtor in exa- 
mining thoſe that come to the Lord's Table, 
in riſing the Sick, cauſing rhe Acts of 
- Church- Judicatorics to be put in execution, 
- admoniſhing People privately of their Duty 3 
and if they prove refractory, co bring t 
Matter before the Minifter and the reſt of 
the Elders: They are frequently to — — 
ilies, iaſtruct the Ignorant, exhort 
— admoniſh the Slochful, rebuke 
+. ys walk diſorderly, comfort the 
Afflicted, eftabliſh the Wavering, incourage 
thoſe that do well ; and, in ſhort, to ſee Pie- 
ty and Godlineſs promoted in Families: And 
for the more convenient Diſcharge of thoſe 
Duties, cvery Elder has his icular quar- 
ter of the Pariſh aſſigu d him; and they and 
the Miniſter meer once a Week, or oftner, 
pro ve wats, to give an Account of their 
Charge. Then as to cheir Office in higher 
udicatories, one of the moſt eminent in 2 
ariſh aſſiſts in the Presbytery and Provincial 
Synod ; anda few from every Presbytery aſ- 
fiſt in the General Aſſembly. Theſe are the 
Officers, and this their which our E- 
piſcopal Queriſts thin ſufficient to render 
the Presbyterian Conſtitution unlawful, which 
is no very promiſing Evidence of their Friend- 
ſhip to che promoting of an Univerſal Piety 
and Reformation. : 
But to come to the Divine Inſtication of 
theſe Officers : 
The firſt Argument is from Rom. 12.6, , 8. 
Having then Gifts Let us wait on ow 
miniſtring, be that teachith on teaching, be that 
exhorteth on E xhort ation, he that giveth let him do 
it with Simplicity, be that ne > ta 1 
ligence, be that ſheweth Mercy with C nels. 
Where he that ruleth is diſiinguiſh'd from 
Doctor, Paſtor and Deacon, and all of them 
are called the Gifts of God; which does ne- 
ceſſarily infer a Divine Iuſtitution of him that 
ruleth, as well as of him that tracherh and 
giveth, Nor is this the Senſe of the Scots 
Presbyterians alone, but of Partus, Piſcator, 
Calvin and Beʒa, upon the place. 
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The ſecond is from 1 Co, 12.8, 00 
bath ſet ſom in the Church, fiſt Apoſtles, ſecondly 
Prophets, thirdly Trachers, afterwards Powers, 
then Gifts of Healing, Helps, GOVERNMENTS, 
82 of Tongues, Here Governments are 
clearly ſaid to be of Divine Inſtitntion, as a 
thing peculiar and diſtinct from other Church» 
Officers, who had alſo a Power of Govern- 
ment, as Apoſtles, Prophets, Teachers ; bur 
Government was not all that belonged to 
their Office, as ic was the whole of the Ruling 
Elders. Aud from the Nature and Neceſſity 
of Government ic will appear that the Govern- 
ments here meutioned were not Tem and 
Extraordinary, as that of Apoſtles, Tongues; 
Giſts of Healing, &c. 

The third Ar 


= Arguments oy theſe IS by 
iſcopalians Eraſtians 3 are 
—— anſwered by the Landon Miniſtery 
us Divinan Regiminis, and Mr. 
leſpie in his As Rod, whither thoſe 
defire farther Satisfaction are referred; it 
being inconſiſtent wich the deſigned Brevity 


to inſert them here. 

Then as to that part of the Query, Whe- 
ther there be any of theſe Officers 
in Antiquity ? If the Queriſts pleaſe to read 
Ambroeſe's Comment on 1 Tin. f. 1. Tirtallies 
in the 34th Chaper of his Apolagy. 

Magnus on I. 3. 2. Jerome on that ſame 
place, Auguftia's Epiſle 137. Gregory contre 
Celſum, A. 3. A. L. 3. contra Creſcent. cap. $6. 
they will dad that the Chriſtian Church had 
them — primitive — And Ambroſe, 
as cited by Ca/vin, on 1 Tim. g. 17. complains, 
that that c om griw obſolete h the Sloth, or 1.2» 
ther Pride of the Teachers or Doctors, while they 
alone would ſeem to be eminent ; than which 4 bet 
ter Reaſon cant be aſſigned, why theſe Officers 
wert laid afide by our Scots Prelatu, tho & 
ſhadow of them _ kept up in = 
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cular Parifhes to pleaſe the People : which 
ſhows that the Queriſts do act mala fide 
when they reckon our Government unlaw- 
ful for that which was praiſed in their 


- OWN, 


Another of their Cavils againſt theſe Offi- 
cers is, that they are Annual, But the Que- 
riſts would have found no room for t 
Obje&ion, if they had conſidered what 
Mr. Gutbry ſays, pag. 33. of his Treatiſe of 
Ruling Elders and Deacons, viz. © That 
Elders once lawfully called to the Office, 
* and having Gifts from God meet to ex- 


© where _ Men may. be found, 
&* ſome may itted for a time to fur- 
© ceaſe from the Exerciſe of the Charge, 
« and others be pur in their room, as was 
« among the Levites under the Law in ſer- 
« vying the Temple by Courſes. - And to this 
we may add, that the Condition of moſt 
Congregations or Pariſhes being ſuch, that 
they cannot allow a Maintenance for thofe 
Elders; and that- many times Providence 
calls upon chem to remove from one Pariſh 
to another, it's but highly reaſonable that all 
thoſe who are qualified in a Pariſh ſhould 


4 exciſe the ſame, unleſs they be removed bear this Office by turns, according as thoy 
s therefrom becauſe of Miſcarriage, are ſtill are regularly called 
« ders: Tho haply in Cengregations, 


The Epilogue to the Queries. 

1 are ſome of the moſt weighty Scruples which we have in our Conſei- 
ences anent the Eccleſiaſtical Authority of the Committee deputed from 

the late Presbyterian Aſſembly, and theſe we propoſe not out of any fear of 
being tried in relation to our Life and Doctrine; in which we are willing to ſub- 
mit our ſelves to an impartial Trial ly any competent Judicatory Civil or Ec- 
clefiaſtick within this Kingdom : Nor, as if we would not have a due Regard to 
this Committee, if they clothed themſelves with a Delegation from the Civil 
Power : But that we cannot (until we be reſol ved in theſe Scruples ) without 
betraying the Liberties of this National Church, acknowledg any Eccleſiaftick 
Power or . Furiſdition in this Committee, or their Conſtituents, to be Judges 
of any of our Number. And therefore, We bope the Members of this Com- 
mittee will either deſiſt from any farther Procedor againſt us, or elſe give us a 
ſatisfattory Anſwer to theſe Propofals, which we have good ground to expect from 
them ;, ſince it is both juſt and reaſomable in it ſelf, and well- becoming the 
Character they own of Goſpel-AM:ni/ters, that they ſhould ſatisfy the Conſciences 
of the ſcrupulous concerning their Authority aud Juriſdiction before they urge 
them to ſubmit thereunto: And that in regard the Aſſembly in their In- 
ſtructions to the Commiſſion, have required the ſame to take all due Pains to 


inform, 
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known Principles. 


Theſe Queries were concerted by the General Meeting at Old Aber- 


den. 


Sic ſubſcribitur, M. Chrevey, Clericus. 


Reflections on the Epilogue to the Queries. 


Hether theſe Scruples be weighty or 

not, and wherher moſt of them do 

not as much condemn the Practices of their 
own Church as m_ — 1 4 — let 
thoſe who imparrially peruſe che foregoing 
Reflections be judge And whether the 
presbyterians have not reaſon to think that 
Error in Doctrine, and Scandal in Practice 
have not a conſiderable Influence in their de- 
clining a Trial, let what hath been charged on 
the whole Party from undenjable Matter of 
Fact determine: Or, whether the Committee 
was not a competent judicatory, both as to Cĩ- 
vil and Eccle ſiaſtical Right, when che General 
Aſſembly of the Church, from whom they 
had their Authority, are own'd by the Re- 
preſentatives of all the Proteſtants in the Na- 
tion, aſſembled in a Parliamentary way, to 
have the only Right of Eccleſiaſtical Juris 
diction, let Law and Divinity decide. And 
conſequently whether ir be juſt and reaſona- 
ble to think that their ſubmitting to the 
Committee, or their Conſtituents, would have 
been a betraying of the Liberries of the Na- 
tional Church, when the General Aſſembly 
are in full Parliament nationally clothed 
wich a National Right; and the far greateſt 
part of the Nation do calmly acquieſce and 
reſtify their Concurrence, by ſending their 
Delegates, the ruling Elders, from the ſeve- 
ral Quarters of the Nation to fit in the 


Aſſembly. 
The Queriſts would alſo do well to conſider 
with what Confidence they and their Conſti- 
tuents can take upon them the Name of the 
National Church, when the Biſhops from 


whom they had their Paſtoral Authority are 
vomited out by the Convention, as the great 
and inſupportable Grievance of the Nation: 
When in their General Meeting, as they call 
It, at old Aberdeen, they had no Delegates to 
repreſent the People, or teſtify their Con- 
ſent; and when the greateſt part of the 
People, in moſt parts of the Nation, at 
leaſt of thoſe who by Goſpel- Rules are 
capable of being admitted to enjoy all Ordi- 
nances in the Church, have both by their 
Repreſentatives in Parliament, and their own 
Practice throughout the Ki m, teſtified 
their general diſlike of the Biſhops and their 
Clergy. And let them anſwer whether this ar- 
rogating to themſelves che Government of the 
Church without the Churches Conſent, be not 
a lording it over God's Heritage; of which 
Name they have injuriouſly bereft che Peo- 
ple, and appropriated the ſame to themſelves 
under the Greek Title of Clergy, but per · 
haps not without 'a ſpecial Providence, that 
their Prelacy might be clearly evinc'd to be 
that prohibited Lording it over God's Heri- 
tage, ſeeing they alone, þ Dia placet, will 
needs be call'd fo; and that their Prelates 
lorded it over them, is beyond Contra - 
diction. 
Their pretended Deference to the Civil 
Power will fall properly. under the Reflecti- 
ons upon their Proteſtation. But here ir's fir 
to take notice of the Weakneſs of the Rea» 
ſons from which they pretended to hope 
that the Committee ſhould either give a 
ſatisfactory Anſwer to their Queries, or de- 

ſiſt from proceeding againſt them. 
D 2 1. Be- 


8 


1; Becauſe according to them they had 
vo Eccleſiaſtical Authority, tho all their Ob- 
5Rions againſt it were either miſtaken Mat- 
ters of Fact, or ſuch as did more ſtrongly 
militate againſt that Eccleſiaſtical Authority 
which they chemſelves did practiſe and own; 
and if there be any of their Objections 
which don't fall under choſe two Heads, 
they were anſwered in Print many Years 
ago, So that the Committee, tho they had 


both had Time and Commiſhon to diſpute. 


with them, might yery well have refer- 


red them thicker, or demanded Replies 


to thoſe Anſwers before they had given them- 
ſelves any farther Trouble. Whence it ap- 
pears, that the Queriſts had rather a deſign 
to cavil and gain time, than any defire to 
be ſatisfied in their Coniciences, But fur- 
ther, if Cavils and Exceptions to Eccleſiaſti- 
cal / Judicatories ought ro ſuſpend their Pro- 
cedure, then Hereticks and Schiſmaricks 
ſhauld never want an invincible Argument. 
2. Becauſe they own the Character of 
Goſpel · Miniſters, which would ſeem to im- 
y that tho they own it, yet they don't 
erve it; and this cannot be underſtood as 
a.wreſting of their Senſe, if we conſider their 
former Act of Parliament, declaring all choſe 
who were not Epiſcopally ordained, to be 
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no Miniſters. And in this Caſe let any 
Man judg whether the Committee had 


any reaſon to ſtop their Procedure againſt. 


them. But further, the Queriſts would do 
well to conſider, whether it be any wa 


contrary co the Character of Goſpel- Mini- 


ſters ro proceed to Cenſure againſt Delin- 
quents, becauſe they are contentious, and will 
inſiſt either upon Falſities, or Objections 
anſwered over and over, And I am per- 
ſwaded that to any unbiaſſed Man theſe Que- 
ries will appear to proceed more from Con- 
tention than Scruple, if they confider that 
the weightieſt of them were anſwered long 
ago, chat others of them did directly con- 
demn their own Practice, and that the Party 
have ſeveral times ſince the Revolution, 
offered Submiſſion to the Government of the 
Church without mentioning any of them: 
and therefare, ſeeing there is very great 
Ground to think that cheſe Queries had their 
Riſe from Contention, the Apoſtle's An- 
ſwer is plain, But if any Men be contentions, 
— 2 no ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of 
Cod. 


3+ Becauſe of the Afembly's Inſtructions, 
for which peruſe the Commirree's Anſwer. in 


the Negative. 


The Committee's Anſwer to the Queries. 


&. T HE Commitree finding that the Que- 
48 


ſtions propoſed do ſtrike at the Root 
& of Presbytcrian Government, and the pre- 
«. ſent I thereof according to the 


« Laws of this Kingdom, and do overturn the 
Authority of this Committee, wich which 
they are entruſted by rhe Aſſenibly, Do 
E. jadg it not becoming and ſutable to the 
« Truſt repoſed in this Judicatory, to enter 
*in Debate with any particular Perſons few 
* or moe about the Confſticurion and Power 
«. of the preſent cſtabliſhed Government of 


ce this Church. And, Do think that if it had 


& indeed been Satisſaction ro their own Con- 
« ſciences which they deſired, they both 
might have long before this time, and yet 
© may take more 5 and obvious Mea · 
& ſures for that end. Beſides that, the Com- 
© mittee have other urging and important 
« Work committed by the General Aſſembl 
eto them, which cannot allow them ſo m 
Time for Debates and Diſputes, as the 
Natter propoſed would require, nor have 
« they avy Commiſſion for that Effect. 


Proteſta- 
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Proteſtation and Appeal given in at Aberdeen upon the 29th Day 
of Fune 1694, under form of Inſtrument, to the Committee 
of the late Presbyterian Aſſembly, by the Miniſters Delegar 
for that end from the Dioceſs of Aberdeen, for themſelves, and 
in the Name of all their Adhereats. 


E the Miniſters of the Dioceſſes of Aberdeen, Murray, Roſſe, 
Caithneſs, Orkney, and of the Shyres of Angus and Mairns, Do 
bereby declare that we cannot own the Aſſemblies of our Presbyterian Brethren 
ſince the laſt Eftabliſhment of their Government, to have been tbe full and 
lawful Repreſcntatives of this National Church; and conſequentlie no Perſon or 
Perſons whatſomever by virtue of any Delegation from them, can juſtlie claim 
4 Power to be the Judges of our Lives and Doctrine, according to what we 
haue expreſſed in the. Queries given in to this Committee, the Tenor whereof 
is ut ſupra. 

To the which Queries we have received no ſatisfactory Anſwer; and in re- 
gard that they have manifeſtly ſtated themſelues as Parties againſt theſe of 
our Character and Per ſwaſion; Therefore for maintaining the Liberties of 
this National Church, and for many other Reaſons moving us thereto, which 
we are reſolved in due time to publiſh to the World, we £ our ſehves obliged 
unanimouſly to teſtify againſt the pretended Eccleſiaſtick Authority of this 
Committee, and to proteſt againſt all their Proceedings, As and Sentences in 
the Dany of an Eccleſtaſtick Judicatorie, and to appeal to their Majeſties 
X. William and Q. Mary, as Supreme Judges under God within theſe Do- 
minions, and to the next lamfullie conſtitute and orderlie called General 
Aſemblie of this National Church. And we do hereby proteſt againſt any 
Sentence paſt or to be paſt againſt any of our Number that are cited or may be 
cited before this Committee, and do appeal to their Majeſties as ſaid is : And' 
this we do not as if we would protect any that are trulie guiltie, (if any ſuch - 
be among#t us) nor as if we would not give all due Deference to this Com- 
mittee, in ſubmitting to them, if they clothed themſelves only with a Delegation 
from the Civil Power : But that we cannot (until we be reſolved in the abave- 
written Scruples ) acknowledg any Eccleſsaſtical Power or FJuriſdiction in this 
Committee, or their Conſtituents, to be Judges of any of our Number. And 

finally, we proteſt that this our Proteſtation and Appeal, together with the 
ies above-mentioned, as they were given in before entring this Proteſtation, , 
be mſerted verbatim in the Records f this Committee, ad futuram rema- 
nentiam. Sic ſubſcribitur. 
Reflections 
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Reflections on the Proteſtation. 


His Proteftation referring to the Queries 
aboye-mentioned far the Reaſons of it, 
it follows naturally that the Reader ſhould 
be referred to the Reffections upon choſe 
Queries, where he will find their Reaſons 
conſidered. So that all that remains now to 
be done is, to conſider the Deſerence which 
the Queriſts pretend to the Civil Govern- 
ment, and any other Reaſon which may 
perhaps have eſcap'd them in their Que- 
TICS. 

Whatever regard they may pretend to the 
Civil Government, it's plain that they do 
manifeſtly impugn its Authority in a very 
ſawcy and u manner, by denying the 
Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction of the General 
Aſſemblies fince the Revolution, tho the ſame 
be eſtabliſhed in them by the King and Par- 
liament, as far as Human Law can do it; 
and yet the Querifts have not ſo much as 
one honourable Expreſſion of Deference to 
the Sanction of the Civil Government confirm- 
ing their Divine and Eccleſiaſtical Right 
which 45 ſo much the more remarkable, 
the greater Proof of Diſreſpe& to the Civil 


and the Parliament? And ſeeing they do in 
ſuch an obſtinate manner proteſt againſt the 
Authority of the General Aſſemblies, who, 
beſides rheir Eccleſiaſtical and Divine Right 
to the — over the National Church, 
have all the Civil Right which the King and 
Parliament can give, it muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low, that either they think King William and 
Queen Mary have not ſo good a Right to order 
the Government of the Church, as the late 
Kings had; that his Right is diminiſh'd by 
the Concurrence of the Parliament z or that 
the Aſſemblies pretending to a Divine Right, 
together with the Civil Right, makes it un- 
lawful for them ro ſubmir, The two for- 
mer they will not own, tho there's reaſon 
to think the main Objection lies there; but 
they are aſham'd, or at leaſt ſhy to own it 
openly, becauſe that would render them un- 
worthy of the Government's Protection, and 
make the People cry out, Shame upon them, 
that they ſhould have by Act of Parliament 
llowed more Power to Profant and Popiſh 

rixces in Church - Matters, chan they will al- 
low to Pious and Proteſtant Princes: and 


Government in them, becauſe, as was hinted therefore we will ſuppoſe that the main Scru- 
before, the whole Party in the late Reigns did, ple is, becauſe the Aſſembly do alſo plead a 
by Act of Parliament, lodg ſuch a Power in Divine Right, which they muſt deny, either 
the King's own Perſon, that be might by virtue becauſe they want Biſhops ; and if ſo, the 
of the Supremacy, and an inberent Right of the do both deny a Power of juriſdiction to mo 
Crown, order the Government of the Church, enaf# if not all of the Reformed Churches in 
and emit ſuch Conſtitutions, Acts and Orders con- Europe; for none of them have ſuch Biſho 
cerning Church- Adminiſtrations, Perſons, Meetings as theirs were even as to Matters of Juriſ- 
and Matters, as be in bis Royal Wiſdom ſhall diction; and alſo condemn themſelves for 
think fit. Now if the Party had believed that offering to ſubmit to and concur with that 
the Government of the Church was of Divine Government as they did in 1690. and if they 
Inſtitution, they durſt never have allowed ſcruple their Authority becauſe they had not 
che King ſuch an ample Power concerning ir, Deleggtes from all che Prelatical Clergy of 
nor have ſubmitted to it: And if they do be- Scotland, it has been anſwered already, 
heve that che King has really ſuch a Power as Bur to be plain with them, if their former 
is kere expreſſed, how comes it that they do Principle of the King's having ſuch a Power 
not ſubmit to the Church- Government, as it by virtue of the Supremacy, and as an inhe- 
is now eſtabliſtid by their preſent Majeſties rent of the Crown, be true, then they ought 
io 


* 


to obey their preſent Majeſlies, who have ſer- 
tled Presbyrerian-Goyernment in Scotland as 
moſt agrecable to the Word of God; for ſo 
they have enacted it: or if that former Prin- 
ciple of theirs was falſe, then in Conſcience 
they ought to publiſh to the World that they 
arc it ſo; and in that Caſe they muſt allow 
that the Presbyrerian Miniſters had reaſon to 
be ſhy in admitting them into a Share of the 
Church-Government, becauſe of their cor- 
rupt 4 and Practices concerning it. 
But if they think that the King alone has 
that Power, and that they cannot ſubmit to 
the yon Acts concerning the Church, be- 
cauſe they are enacted by and with the Ad- 
vice of the Parliament, then it ſhows plainly 
how little Deference they have to the Go- 
vernment who would fer the tuo conſtitu- 
ent Parts in oppoſition ro cne anorher : for 
that the Government of Scotland is by King 
and Parliament, and no other, there's no Man 
able to deny; though the Prelatical Party did 
their utmoſt Endeavour to overturn it in the 
two late Reigns, and throw us into the bot - 
tomleſs Gulph of an Abſolute Monarchy, by 
giving the King ſuch Power both in Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, that Parliaments would 
have been thereby quite deſtroy d. The 
Power they gave the Kings in Church-Affalrs, 
we have juſt now heard; and for that in 
Civil-Aﬀairs, we refer to the 18th AR of the 
Parliament held by the D. of Tork 5 wherein 


it was enacted, that all Juriſuiction doth fo - 


reſide in his Majeſty, that he may by himſelf, 
or any commiſſionated by him, take Cogni- 
Zance, and give Deciſion of any Caſes or 
Cauſes he pleaſes, 

Now by their Appealing to their Ma- 
jeſties without any mention of the Parlia- 


ment, by whoſe Advice and Conſent. the. 


Laws againſt the Matter of their Proteſta- 
tion were enacted 3 . it's. plain that they de- 
ſigu, by a ſeeming Exceſs. of Zeal for the 
Prerogative, to break the very Fundamen- 
tal Conſtitution of our Government: as if 
their Majeſtics, according to the former 
Doctrine and Peliticks of their Party, could 
of themſelves revoke thoſe Laws, or totally 
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without the Authority of the Parliament» 
And yet at the ſame time they are fo im- 
pudent, as to accuſe their Majeſties of hav- 
ing call'd an irregular and ll-conſtirured 
Aſſembly, and to proteſt againſt all the Acts 
and Proceedings of the lare Aﬀembly, and 
their Committee, which aged as Eccleſia- 
ſtical Judicarories by the ir Majeſties Autho- 
rity; who in the Ad of Parliament ſettling 
Presbyterian Government, bave expreſly authorix d 
the Presbyterian Miniſters to appoint Viſttors, 
and purge out ſcandaloas and 22 Miniſters, 
and to ſuſpend and deprive ſuch as are contuma- 
cious and proven guilty : By which the Com- 
mittce might legally deprive all the Que- 
riſts, and they in Conſcience ſhould be obli-- 
ged ro ſubmir, as having referr'd the Caſe 
to their Majeſties as ſupreme” Judges under 
God, ſeeing they have g en their Judg- 
ment thus in that very AR, as alſo, ** That 
« Presbyrerian Government is moſt agree- 
« able ro the Word of God, moſt conducive 
© to the Advancement. of true Piery and 
Godlineſs, and cſtabliſhing the Peace of the 
Realm. And by another Act of that ſame 
Parliament, have aboliſh'd the Supremacy, 
and left che Church in power to hold her 
own Aſſemblies as Eccleſiaſtical Judicato- 
ries, So that here's the Judgment of their 
Majeſties, to whom our Queriſts have ap- 
peal d, fully againſt chem. And if they de- 
cline the Authority of the Aſſembly be- 
cauſe they do not only act by their Majeſties 
Authority, but claim 2 Privilege of acting 
of themſelves by Divine Right, then they 
plainly declare themſelves Eraſtians, and 
not only condemn us, but the Church of 
England ; whoſe Prolocutor, in her laſt Con- 
vocation, did argue againſt making any Al- 
teration in her Conftixution, &c. alledging 
that it was -Apoſtolical : and if our Queriſts 
be Erxaſtians in their Principles, they do ſtill 
contradict their Principles by their Practice, 
in not ſubmitting to that Church- Conſtitu 
tion which is ſettled by the Magiſtrates Au- 
thority. So that in plain terms, our Anta- 
goniſts ſeem wholly to be influenc d by Hu- 
mour and Intereſt, and have nothing of Sted- 


diſpenſe with the Execution of them, faſtneſs either in Principle or Practice. 


dae 
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One of the Reaſons given by the Que- 


; riſts for their Proteſtation is, becauſe the 
' Presbyterian Miniſters have mavifeſtly ſtated 
. themſelves as Parties againſt thoſe of their 
Chatacter and Perſwaſion, which is a ma- 
niſeſt Untruth; for the Aſſembly in 1690, 
declared, as hath been already ſaid, that they 


would depoſe no Incumbents fimply for their Fadg- 
ment concerring Church-(evernment, nor yet unge 
R- dination wpox them : and it is very well 
known, that nor one hath been hicherto 
rarn'd out by any Judicatory Civil or Ec- 
cleſiaſtick, but eicher upon the account of 
their Diſaflection to the Civil Government, 
or ſcandalous Life, So that this Pretence 
is a meer Subrerfuge, and maliciouſly in- 
ſiſted upon to render the Church of Scor- 
land odious to the Church of 1217 that 
ſo thoſe of that might have more 
plauſible Pretexts to Va his Majeſty a- 
_ the Scots . Put ſuppo- 
ing that it were true, this Objection of 
theirs will militate as much againſt them - 


ſelves as againft us, and more; for we could 
on much Ground except 


fr 


truly ſay, chat che Orthodox do manifeſtly 
ſtate themſelves as Parties againſt thoſe of 
their Character and — 38520 fad 
does not incapacitate om being Jud- 
no more than thoſe who declare them- 
Tier for K. Willem, are uncapable of judging 
thoſe who are accus'd of treaſonable 
to bring in the late K. Zames. 
RE en lob che moſt ſurpri- 
zing, that the Queriſts ſhould have the Bold- 


Majeſties Head: whence it's apparent, that 


they ſtrike at the very Foundation of the 
Civil Government, and not only charge cheir 
Majeſties with a groſs piece of Male · admĩ- 
niſtration in calling a diſorderly aud ill con- 
ſtituted Aſſembly to tyrannize over the 
Clergy, but diſown the Authority of Ki 
and Parliament in the moſt audacious 
inſolent Manner that can be, by their im- 
modeſt and ſeditious Proteſtation, which in 
the late Reigns would have coſt them their 
Liberties if not their Lives ; for Mr. James 
Guthry was beheaded becauſe he diſown'd 
that unlimited macy in Church-Aſfairt, 
which the Prelatiſts did afterwards grant to 
their Kings: and the Queriſts do here in 
plain Terms diſown the Authority of both 
King and Parliament to reſtore thoſe Preſ- 
byterian Miniſters to their Right, from which 
they were in a tyrannical and illegal Manner 
ejected by the Council, and che Biſhops and 
their Clergy obtruded upon the Church, con- 
trary to the Inclinations of the generalicy of 
the People, as has been aſſerted by Authority 
of the preſent Parliament; and without the 
Peoples Conſent, Miniſters can never be 
duly poſſeſſed of Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdiction. 
Chriſt makes his People a willing People in 
the Day of his Power, and does not impower 
his Ambaſſadors ro exerciſe a Tyratwy over 
them againſt their Wills: ſo that if any be 
refractory, and reſuſe to ſubmit to the Ceu- 
ſures of the Church, they are to be cfteera'd 
as Heathens and Publicans; and if the Que- 
riſts and their Adherents ſhould continue 
obſtinate, and refuſe to come into the Bo- 
ſom of the Church upon ſach-caſy Terms of 
as are now enjoin'd, all that 

to declare themſelves no Mem- 
ders of the National Church, ſceing they re- 
fuſe to embrace either her Doctrine or Diſ- 
cipline. But by what Laws, Divine or Hu- 
mane, and their ſaid Adherents, who 
do not make up che tenth Patt of the Nati- 
on, ſhould take upon them the Name of the 
National Church, they would do well to in- 
form the World. 


Conformi 
they do is 


Thns leads me to another of the Reaſons 
for cheir Proteſtation, viz. That they may 
maintain 


-maittain the Liberties - of that National 


This is truly pleaſant, that they ſhould 
to be the only Patriots for the Pri- 
vileges of the National Church, whom the 
y of the Church in that Nation have 
voted to be the great and inſupportable Grie- 
vance of the ſame. This is juſt like the 
late King's Declarations, wherein he pre- 
tends a mighty Zeal for the Freedom and 
Liberties of the Nations which have by 
their Repreſentatives dethron d him for en- 
deavouring to enſlave them. But ſeeing 
theſe Gentlemen will not allow the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly to be the true Repreſentative 
of the National Church, becauſe they have 
not Delegars from the Prelarical Curats and 
their Adherents, they would do well co ſhow 
us the Deputations which they have from 
the Body of Proteſtants in the Nation to re- 
ent them, and proteſt ſo ſtrenuouſly 
r their Liberties. Aud ſeeing the Queriſts 
pretend fo highly to maintain che Liberties 
of the National Church, we are willing that 
the World ſhould judg whether they or the 
Presbyterians have maintained them beſt. 
The Presbyterians ever ſince the Refor- 
mation have pleaded, and often ſuffered for 
maintaining the Privilege of the Church to 
hold her own Courts, and be Judges of the 
Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church. 
Whereas the Epiſcopalians have always ſub- 
jected the ſame to their Princes, how cor- 
rupt ſoever either in Practice or Principle: 
and thus K. Ch. 2d, though a diſſolute vici- 
ous Prince, was impowered to emit and nat 
ſuch Conſtitutions and Orders concerning Church- 
Adminiſtrations, Perſons, Meetings aud Matters, 
« be in bis Wiſdom ſhould think fit, without ſo 
nuch as taking the Advice and Conſent of his 
Parliament; and K. James the th, though a 
profeſſed Papiſt, had che ſame Power : So 
that the National Chureh had no Privilege 
neither to will nor to do in any thing con- 
cerning Church-Conſtitutions, Adminiſtrations, 
Perſons, Mettings, or Matters; for- the Pre- 
lates, with their Clergy and Adherents, had 
made an abſolure Surrender of chem by chat 
Act: whereas the Presbyterians, as Mr, Gytbry 
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above-mentioned, and others, choſe rather 
to ſuffer Death, and to undergo a ſavage 
Perſecution, than either conſent or ſubmit to 
ſuch a manifeſt berray ing of the Privileges of 
the National Church: and that the Epiſco- 
palians may be ſenſible hat a horrid piece 
of Treachery this Surrender of theirs was, 
let them peruſe the following Declaration of 
their Head K. James VI. the Subject - 
matter; which he wrote with his own Hand, 
and ſigned and delivered ir to the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Church of Scotland at Linlithgow, 
December 7. 1585, 


for my part ſhall never, neither my 
* Poſteriry ought, ever cite, ſummon or ap- 
I prehend any Paſtor or Preacher for Mat- 
ters of Doctrine in Religion, Salvation, 
Hereſies, or true Interpretation of the 
* Scriprure : But according to my firſt Act, 
* which confirmerh the Liberty of Preach- 
ing the Werd, Miniſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, I avouch the ſame to be a Matter 
meer Eccleſiaſtical, and alrogerher imper- 
« tinent to my Calli Therefore never 
& ſhall I, nor ever ought they, L mean my 
* Poſtericy, acclaim any Power or Jurii- 
« diction in the foreſaids. And after : 
« Chrift ſaying Dic Eceleſte, and one only 
« Man ſtcaling that Dint in à quiet Hole, 
« the AR of Parliament red the Sen- 
4 rence for Informality and Nullity of Pro- 
« ceſs; not as Judges whether — 
4 municarion was grounded on and 
« juſt.Cauſes or not, but as Witneſſes that 
it was unſormally proceeded againſt the 
Warrant of God's Word, Example of all 
« Reformed Kirks, and your own particular 
* Cuſtom in this Country. — And after: 
* I acclaim not to my ſelf to be Judg of 
Doctrine in Religion, Salvation, Hereſies, 
or true Interpretation of Scri — And 
« after : My Intention is. not to meddle with 
* Excommunication, neither acclaim I to my 
« ſelf, or my Heirs, Power in any thing that 
« is meer Eccleſiaſtical, and not a Haxprevr, 
“ nor with any thing that God's Word hath 
« fimply devolved in the Hands of his Kirk. 
And to conclude, - coufels and acknow- 


« led 
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u ſedg Chrift Jeſus to be Head and Law-giver 
« to the ſame, And whatſoever Perſons do 
« attribute to themſelves as Head of the 
« Kirk, and not as Members, to ſuſpend or 
« alter any thing that the Word of God hath 
4 only remitted to them, that Man I ſay 
„ commicteth manifeſt Idolatry, & c. 

Now we ſee that this Learned Prince diſ- 
claims any ſuch Power to belong to himſelf 
or his Succeſſors, -as our Prelatiſts conterr'd 
upon his two Grandſons; and he abſolutely 


declines being a .Judg in Doctrine: —— 


our Queriſts appeal to their preſent Majeſties 
as the ſupreme Judges without any Excep- 
tion, 4 have been graciouſly plea- 
ſed to ih that Act of Supremacy which 
did conſtitute them ſuch ; and as there's all 
the Reaſon of the World to believe, upon 
the very ſame Principle that K. James diſ- 
claimed it, But our Prelatiſts will have them 
to rerain it whether they will or not, even 
againſt che Touch of their own Scepter; not 
aut of Gocd will to them, as is mani- 
feſt from.'rhe Carriage of the Party fince 
rhe Revolution, but meerly to inſinuate a 
malicious Reflection upon the Presbyterians, 
as if they did not allow their Majeſties their 
full Power, Whatever Noiſe the Faction 
may make as if they propos'd theſe Que- 
ries meerly from Seruples of Conſcience 3 
the Presbyterians are not ſo ignorant of 
their Intrigues as they imagine, bur know 
very well that the Hand of Joab is in the 
Affair, and by whom, and what Motives they 
are influenc'd and manag d: and though the 
Point be too tender to be here infiſted on, 
yet they may pleaſe to take notice of ſo much 
in plain Scots, that they have been diſap- 
pointed in their Deſign of Rabbling, and 
now. they betake themſelves to revile the 
Committee and their Conſtituents. 

One thing more I cannot paſs over, vix. 
that the Queriſts pretend that they don't 
decline the Committees Authority with any 
Deſign to protect ſuch as are truly guilty a- 
mongſt them, if there be any ſuch; and yet 
N Corte, che Clerk, or principal Man of 


their General Meeting, was judicially cited 
before the Committee, and did accordingly 
appear, and made ſeveral Anſwers in ba 
Cauſe before them; which he ought not to 
have done if he had reckoned them an un- 
lawful Judicatory : And whether it does not 
look very ſuſpicious, that he and the reſt of 
the Queriſts were afraid of being found truly 
guilty, when though he had by his appearing 


and anſwering, ond the Authority of the 


Judicatory z that yet he and they ſhould de- 
clire it, and "proteſt againſt it, before they 
proceeded to Sentence. 

— And what reaſon they have to decline 
the Authority of the Committee as Parties, 
will appear ſurther from the Inſtructions gi- 
ven by the Aſſembly to the Committee in 
16 90, with which thoſe of the preſent Com- 
mittee do without doubt run parallel, vix. 
That none of them ſhall be removed, but 
& ſuch as are either Inſufficient, Scandalous, 
* Erroneous, or ſupinely Negligence 3 and 
that choſe of them be admitted to Mint- 
« ſterial Communion, who upon due Trial 
“e ſhall be found Orthodox, Able, Godly, 
« Peaceable and Loyal; and that ſuch who 
4 ſhall be found to have received W 
4 in any inferiour Judicatory, ſhould be du- 
& ly redreſſed. That they be very cautious 
« of receiving Informations againſt the late 
« Conformiſts, and that they proceed in 
the Matter of Cenſure very deliberately ; 
© fo as none may have juſt Cauſe to com · 
* plain of their Rigidity. 

Aud that this Committee, againſt whom 
they cavil, have behaved themſelves accord- 
ing to theſe Inſtructions, appears from their 
receiving into Miniſterial Communion at 4. 
berdien, the Perſons named in the Liſt, being 
ſuch as were of the very beſt of their Party, 
and of good Eſtcem for their Learning and 
Piety: Whoſe Compliance does fret and 
enrage the ſactious Queriſts and others; who 
ler them pretend what they will, endeavour 
to conceal Corruption both in Principle and 
Practice, under the Coyert of their. Proteſta- 
tion. 
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Froteſtation of Mr. William Dunlop Principal of the College 


of Glaſgow, againſt Mr. James Gordon and others. 


Mr. William Dunlop Principal of the College of Glaſgow, and one of 
[| the Members of the Committee of the laſt General Aſſemblie of this Church, 
Do proteſt and declare, That the Paper now given in by Myr. James Gordon In. 
cumbent at Banchory, Ar. Thomas Crevey Incumbent at Newhills, and o- 
thers their Brethren, may not be regarded, nor any way retard this Committees 
Procedor in any of the Affairs committed to them, in reſpect that this Commit- 
tee are clothed with their Power from the laſt General Aſſemblie : Which Aſſem- 
blie was lawfullie indicted and held, and was a free and lawful General Aſſem- 
blie, conform to all the Laws and Rules of this Church and Nation, whetber Ci- 


vil or Eccleſiaſtiek; and againſt either the indicting or holding of which Aſfem- 


blie, or the Power and Aut boritie thereof, none of theſe Appellants, nor any. o- 
tbers of their pretended Perſwaſion, did make any publick Proteſt, or give in to 
the ſame, any Reaſons againſt their Proceedings, or againſt the ſaids Aſſem- 
blie's clothing this Committee with the Power given thereunto. And in reſpect 
the ſaids My. James Gordon, and others here preſent, do pretend to come as 
commiſſionat from a collective Body and Meeting of Miniſters ;, which Body of 
Miniſters haue no Power and Authority by any of the Lawes and Rules of bis 
Church and Kingdom to be ſuch, nor haue given theſe Proofs of their Loyalty 
to their Majeſties of their owning and ſubmitting to the Government of the 
Church now by Law eſtabliſhed, as the Law doth require. And lykewayes in 
reſpect that theſe Appellants, except Mr. Thomas Crevey, doe come into this 
Fudicatorie without being lawfullie called thereunto, and doe by their Appeal 
impugne the lawfull Authoritie of the ſame : And as to Mr. Crevey, in re- 
ſpe& that he having been lawfullie cited to appear before this Fudicatorie, to 
anſwer for ſeveral things laid to his Charge, bath ſiſted himſelf judiciallie before 
this Committee, and made ſeveral | Anſwers in cauſa, and yet ante latam 
ſententiam, bath given in this pretended Appeal. And lykewayes in reſpect that 
all theſe pretended Appellants give no Reaſons for their Appeal, but put in 

ueries to this Committee, challenging the Autboritie of the ſame by Law 
eſtabliſhed : In reſpe& whereof, and for other Reaſons which I ſhall bumblie offer 
to this Committee when thereunto required, I dogroteſt that the Committee may 


proceed to diſcuſs the Lybel againſt Mr. Thomas Crevey, and perform all the 


other Truſt repoſed in them, And deſiring that this my Declaration and Pro- 
teſtation may be recorded in the Regiſters of this Committee, here to remain. 


Hereupon I take Inſtruments. Sic Subſcribitur, Will. Dunlop: 
AT 
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A T Dude Mr. Jobs Chryftiſon Miniſter at Lyth, was received into Miniſterial "Commy- 
nion, and Mr. David Ogilvy at Aberbrothock was received as Probationer: Mr. Henry 


Scrinſor his Relation to Dundee was declared null by virtue of his Demiſſion at the Seſſion 
sth November go, from the Pulpit 11th November 3 and by a Letter to the Provoſt. Mr. George 


Graham Incumbent at Inneraritie was depoſed for Drunkennefs, Not a, He did not appear be- 
Fore the Committee, although he was in Dundee that Day; againſt which he was pro ſecanils 


cited, bur on chat ſame Day he was drunk in the Town, which particular Act was proven 


before the Committee beſyde many other, 


Affairs at Aberdeen. 


A Frer all due legall and uſuall Steps of Procedor had been obſerved ; 

A Yeſterday being the 3th of Jah, the Elders and Deacons of the new Town of Aber- 

deen were publicklie admitted, and this Day conſtitut themſelves into a Seſſion, 
Yeſterday alſo one of the Charges was declared vacant, and Iutimation made to all 

concerned in the Calling of a Miniſter, to meet together on-Wedneſday next. 
Yeſterday lykewiſe the Church of the old Town, (after the reading of Mr. Francis Roſs his 

Sentence) was declared vacant, he diſcharged ro preach any more there; and Intimation 

made to all Perſons concerned, to give in Liſts of Ferſons to be Elders and Deacons. 


Liſt of Perſons received into Miniſterial Communion at Aberdeen. 


R. David Lindſay at Drumait, Mr. Gtorge Anderſon at Tarves, Mr. Willizm Chalmer at 
| Gartley, Mr. William - Frazer at Stairs, Mr. Villiam Tbomſon at Auchindore, Mr. William 
Johnſton at Kern, Mr. William Garioch at Kenmthmont : Who being all im che Synod of Aber- 
Keen, are to be erected in a Presbytrie on Wedneſday next. Mr. Patrick Ius at Banff in 
the Synod of Murray, is allo received. Mr. John Auchterlonie at Fordoun hath applyed, but 
is delayed till the Committee return to Dundee, becauſe he is in the Synod of Angus, 


A Liſt of thoſe whoſe Paſtoral Relation to the reſpective Churches following, 
was declared null, they diſcharged to preach any more in them, becauſe they 
bad no Title or Right, but what a Call without the Interpoſition of the Autho- 
rity of any Church-Fudicatorie . gave. them; viz. 


a R. Alexander Jamiſon and Mr. Andrew Dalgarnot Competitors for Tyrie, Mr, Francis 
Roſſe at old Aberdeen, Mr. Robert Forqubar at Eccleſertig, Mr. Andrew Honyman Pro- 
bationer at Kinneſs, Mr. Alexander Thomſon at Terntrie, Mr. Jobs Tiwin at Inch, Mr. James Whyte 
at Strichen, Mr. Names Chrin at Raithen, Mr. Jobn Houfton at Lonmay, 
Mr. William Mackay is tranſported from Dornoch to Cramdalt. 
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